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THE first number of the second volume of the United Brethren’s 
Missionary Intelligencer, is now offered to the religious community. The 
work was commenced three years ago, from a desire of affording mis- 
sionary information from the United Brethren’s Church, to all who feel 
an interest in the spreading of the saving truth, as it is in Jesus ; ac- 
companied with the wish and prayer, that the view of the conquests 
gained by the word of the cross, in heathen countries, exhibited in a 
plain and unadorned manner, might tend not only to the edification of 
the reader, but, by the divine blessing, become a motive for increased 
missionary zeal, and warmer love to a cause, avowedly embracing an 
imperious duty of every Christian. We rejoice at having reason to 
hope, that the attempt has not been fruitless. The augmented number 
of subscribers, however, many of whom are not possessed of the first 
number of the first volume, seems to require a repetition of the intro- 
ductory remarks accompanying that number, which accordingly will be 
found in the present number. ‘The motives which led to the under- 
taking, the principles upon which it has been, and will be, conducted, 
and the sources from which the materials are derived, are thus stated 
in the former preface. 

‘‘The missions of the United Brethren among the Heathen having 
recently attracted the attention of the Christian world, and affording a 
rich fund of interesting and edifying matter, it appeared desirable, that 
the members of the church, and the friends of missions generally, 
should be in possessicn of a medium, through which they might ob- 
tain regular and authentic intelligence from the different Missionary 
stations of that society, calculated both to impart individual instrue- 
tion and edification, and to cherish an active zeal in the great cause of 
evangelizing the world. While every other religious denomination in 
this country appeared to possess the means of conveying information to 
its members, and to the public at large, through the channel of the 
American press, our breti:ren and triends in the United States were 
dependent on the importation of accounts from Europe, which was at- 
tended with considerable expense, and occasional delay, and which 
precluded the diffusion of our Missionary intelligence to the extent 
that was desirable. Besides, the accounts of our Missions among the 
Indian tribes, which claim a particular share in the interest and support 
of our American fellow citizens, could not but become stale, before 
they returned to the United States in « foreign publication. To supply 
this deficiency, the Conference at Bethlehem, Pennsylvania, which, 
jointly with that at Salem, North Carolina, superintends the congrega- 
tions and missions of the United Brethren in this country, issued pro- 
posals, in the course of last summer, for publishing by subscription a 
Periodical Work, to be entitled “ Selections from th Records of the 


United Brethren’s Church ;? comprising Biography, Missionary Intelli- 
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gence, and other interesting matter, partly translated from a periodical 
work, authorized by the General Synod, and printed in Germany; and 
partly compiled from manuscript accounts, relative to the United 
Brethren’s Church and Missions in this country. While subscribers 
were collecting for this little publication, it was suggested, that, with- 
out deviating from the original quantity of matter, or amount of sub- 
scription, some improvements might be adopted, with a view to render 
the work more deserving of general patronage. ‘These improvements 
were accordingly announced in an additional notice, dated February 
27th, 1822; stating, that the contents of the work were to embrace 
chiefly, the most recent Intelligence, relating to the Missions of the United 
Brethren among the Heathen; that interesting, religious Biography, and 
other miscellaneous Selections from the Records of that Church would be 
introduced occasionally; and that, in conformity with this improved 
character, the publication would appear under the title of ‘ The Unit- 
ed Brethren’s Missionary Intelligencer and Religious Miscellany.” 

Under this title, and with such characteristics, our first number is 
now submitted to the reader. How far the expectations of subscribers 
to the work wiil be realized, and what may prove to be its claims to the 
patronage of the religious community, must be left to the decision of a 
candid public. 

The principal aim of the “ Intelligencer” will be, to collect and re- 
cord interesting facts, tending to illustrate the power of divine grace, 
and to exhibit the progress of the gospel among mankind,—in a plain, 
unvarnished narrative, and with a reference only to such authentic 
sources of information as are furnished by the Records of the United 
Brethren’s Church. 

Exclusive of the above-mentioned periodical publication, printed in 
Germany, our materials will be selected chiefly from the “ Periodical 
Accounts, relating to the Missions of the Church of the United Bre- 
thren; published for the Brethren’s Society at London, for the further- 
ance of the Gospel among the Heathen.” 

With heartfelt gratitude to God for the success with which he has 
been pleased to crown the humble efforts of the Brethren’s Church, in 
promulgating the word of salvation, for a length of time, and often to 
bless them far beyond our anticipations, we feel encouraged not to be 
weary or faint, but to persevere in reliance upon that divine aid, with- 
out which our endeavours would indeed prove ineffectual. And Oh! 
that “His name may be known upon the earth, His saving health 
among all nations!” 
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ry LRODVOTION. 


ON THE MISSIONS OF THE UNITED BRETHREN, 
IN GENERAL. 


EVER since the year 1732, the Protestant Episcopal Church of the 
Unitep Breruren has endeavoured to extend the benefits of Christi- 
anity to heathen nations. From very small beginnings, the Missions 
established by that Church in different parts of the world, have in- 
creased to upwards of thirty settlements, in which about one hundred 
and seventy Missionaries are employed; a number scarcely sufficient for 
the care of more than thirty thousand converts, from among various 
heathen tribes. 

The only motive of the Brethren in sending out Missionaries, has 
ever been, and continues to be, an ardent desire to promote the salva- 
tion of their fellow men, by making known to them the gospel of our 
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. Grieved to think, that so many mil- 
lions of the human race were yet sitting in darkness, and groaning be- 
neath the yoke of sin and Satan; and believing in the glorious promises 
contained in the word of God, that the heathen should become the re- 
ward of the sufferings and death of Jesus; they considered His com- 
mandment to “ go into all the world, and preach the gospel to every 
creature,” as given to His followers in all «ges; and of course obliga- 
tory upon themselves. ‘They were filled with confident hopes, that if 
they went forth, in obedience unto His word, their labour would not be 
vain in the Lord. ‘They were disheartened neither by the small mea- 
sure of their means and abilities, nor by the prospect of suffering hard- 
ships of every kind, and perhaps the loss of lile itself; but love to their 
Saviour and their fellow-sinners, far outweighed these considerations. 
They went forth in the strength of their God, who also wrought won- 
ders in their bebalf. Blessed be God, unto this day, a Missionary spivit 
prevails in the congregations of the United Brethren, and there has 
been a continual and increasing succession of persons, who have offer- 
ed themselves to supply vacancies, or t6 enter upon new Missions, not- 
withstanding the dangers and hardships attending the service, which 
are set before them without any disguise or palliation. 

As to qualifications for the Missionary service, much erudition is not 
required by the Brethren. To be well versed in the Sacred Scriptures, 
and to have an experimental knowledge of the truths they contain, is 
indeed judged indispensably necessary. But experience has proved, 
that a good understanding, joined to a friendly disposition, and above 
all, a heart filled with the love of God, are the best and most essential 
qualifications of a Missionary. Nor are, in general, the habits of a stu- 
dent so well calculated to form the body for a laborious life, as those of 


4 ON THE MISSIONS 


a mechanic. Yet men of learning are not excluded, and their talents 
have been made useful in various ways. 

We present our readers with a view of the different settlements, as 
existing at the beginning of the present year, together with the dates 
of their commencement. 


SETTLEMENTS OF THE UNITED BRETHREN AMONG 
THE HEATHEN, JANUARY I, 1825. 
Begun . 
In 1732. In the Danish WEST INDIA ISLANDS. 
(Among the Negro Slaves.) 

In St. Toomas.—New Herrnhut. Nisky. 
In Sr. Cro1x.—Friedensberg. Friedensthal. Friedensfeld. 
In St. Joun’s.—Bethany. Emmaus. 


{n 1733. In GREENLAND. 
New Herrnhut. Lichtenfels. Lichtenau.* 
In 1734. In NORTH AMERICA. 


(Among the Native Indians.) 
New Fairfield, in Upper Canada. Spring-Place, in the Che- 
rokee country. 
In 1821. Oochgeelogy, do. do. 
In 1738. In SOUTH AMERICA. 
(Among the Negro Slaves. ) 

At Paramaribo. On the Neukeer river. 
In 1736. In SOUTH AFRICA. 
Renewed in (Among the Hottentots.) 

1792. Gnadenthal, (Bavianskloof.) Groenekloof. 
1818. Enon, on the Witte Revier. 

In 1754. In JAMAICA. 

New Eden, in St. Elizabetin’s Parish. 

Irvine, near Montego Bay. Fairfield, May-day Hills. 
In 1756. In ANTIGUA. 

St. John’s. Gracehill. Grace-Bay. 
In 1817. Newfield. Cedar-hall. 
In 1764. On the COAST of LABRADOR. 

(Among the Esquimaux Indians.) 
Nain. Okkak. Hopedale. 


In 1765. In BARBADOES, 
Sharon, near Bridgetown. 
In 1765. In the RUSSIAN Part of ASTA. 


Renewed in (Among the Turgutsch Horde of Calmucs.) 
1815, Sarepta. 
1775. In Sr. KITTS. 
Basseterre. Bethesda. 
Several attempts made by the Brethren, to carry the gospel into 
other parts of the earth, have not succeeded. In 1735, Missionaries 
were sent to the Laplanders and Samojedes. In 1737, and again in 





* Preparations are making for a fourth settlement, at Statenhook. 
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1768, to the coast of Guinea. In 1738, to the negroes in Georgia. In 
1739, to the slaves in Algiers. In 1740, to Ceylon. In 1747, to Persia. 
In 1752, to Egypt. In 1760, to Tranquebar, on the coast.of Coroman- 
del, with a view to introduce the gospel into the Nicobar islands. In 
1807, to the Creek Indians, and finally to the Free Negroes, at Bambey, 
in Surinam, and to the Aruwacks, on the river Corentyn, near Ber- 
bice. 

Hitherto, no Mission has been undertaken by the Brethren, but by 
particular invitation, and with a prospect of being protected in a perma- 
nent establishment, by a Christian government. 





Berore the American revolutionary war, the Brethren had three 
flourishing settlements on the river Muskingum, Salem, Gnadenhuetten, 
and Schoenbrunn. In 1782, these places were destroyed, and the inha- 
bitants partly murdered, partly dispersed. Fairfield, in Canada, was 
built by such of the Indian converts as were again collected by the Mis- 
sionaries. In 1798, the land belonging to their former settlements on 
the Muskingum, having been restored to the Brethren, by an act of 
Congress, a colony of Christian Indians was sent thither to occupy it, 
and a new town built on that river, called Goshen.* ‘The greater part 
of the Indian congregation, however, remained at Fairfield, the Mis- 
sionaries entertaining hopes, that from thence the gospel might find en- 
trance among the wild Chippewusy tribe inhabiting those parts. Dur- 
ing the late war, Fuirfield was destroyed; but the inhabitants being 
again collected in one place, they built a new settlement higher up the 
river, and called it New Fairfield. 

For a more circumstantial account of the Mission among the Indians 
of North \merica, see Loskiel’s History, and Heckewelder’s Narrative. 
The history of the Greenland Mission has been written at large by 
Cranz, and that of the Mission in the Danish West India Islands, by 
Oldendorp. 

The Mission among the Hottentots at the Cape of Good Hope was 
begun in 1736, by George Schmidt, a man of remarkable zeal and 
courage, who laboured successfully among them, till be had formed a 
small congregation of believers. Leaving them to the care of a pious 
man, he went to Europe, with a view to represent the promising state 
of the Mission, and to return with assistants. But, to his inexpressible 
grief and disappointment, he was not permitted by the Dutch East In- 
dia Company to resume his labours; some ignorant people have insinua- 
ted, that the propagation of Christianity among the Hottentots would 
injure the interests of the colony. Since that time, to the year 1792, 
the Brethren did not cease to make application to the Dutch Govern- 
ment for leave to send Missionaries to the Cape, especially as they 
heard that the small Hottentot congregation had kept together for 
some time, in earnest expectation of the return of their beloved teacher, 





* The few believing Indians remaining at Goshen, have now joined their 
brethren at New Fairfield. 
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He had taught some of them to read, and left a Dutch bible with them, 
which they read together for their edification. At length, in 1792, by 
the mercy of God, and the kind interference of friends in the Dutch 
government, leave was granted to send out three Missionaries, who, on 
their arrival, were willing, at the desire of the governor, to go first to 
Bavianskloof, about 130 English miles east from Capetown, and there 
to commence their labours, on the spot where George Schmidt had re- 
sided. Instructions from the government in Elolland permitted them 
to choose the place of their residence, wherever they might find it most 
convenient; but the circumstances of the colony at that time would 
not admit of it. When the English became masters of that country, 
the Brethren obtained leave to build a church; and by the favour 
which the British government bas uniformly shown to the Brethren’s 
Missions, they now remain undisturbed, and protected in their civil 
and religious liberty. The late Dutch government at the Cape also 
deserve our best thanks, for the kind manner in which they received 
and protected the Missionaries, both before the first capture of the 
colony in 1796, and during the slort peace in 1802 and 1803. 

At the suggestion of the Dutch governor, General Jansen, the settle- 
ment at Bavianskloof was called Gnadenthal. 

When the Missionaries first arrived at Bavianskloof, in 1792, it was 
a barren, uninhabited place. At present several Missionaries reside 
there with upwards of 1400 Hottentots. 

The Mission at Groenekloof was begun in the year 1808, by desire 
of the governor, the earl of Caledon, whose favours towards the Mis- 
sion, and endeavours to promote the general welfare of the colony, and 
of the Hottentots in the interior, will always be remembered with the 
liveliest gratitude. In 1818, a third settlement was begun on the Witte 
Revier, a brook running from the east into Sunday’s river, on a tract 
of land given by government for that purpose. 

A settlement near 'Tranquebar, on the coast of Coromandel, was made 
in the year 1760, at the desire of the Danish government, chiefly with 
a view to carry the gospel to the inhabitants of the Nicobar Islands.* 
After a persevering but fruitless attempt to form a permanent Mission- 
ary establishment at Nancauwery, one of the Nicobar Islands, the plan 
was defeated by the following circumstances. The Danish govern- 
ment, finding the advantage gained by t:.eir settlement on these islands 
not to answer the great expense attending it, withdrew their people, 
who had already suffered much by the unwholesomeness of the climate. 
The Missionaries being left alone, and all communication cut off be- 
tween Tranquebar and the Nicobar Islands, it became necessary to 
purchase a vessel to convey provisions and other necessaries to the 
Missionaries. ‘This was done with great expense and hazard for some 
years, when, in the American war, the vessel was taken by a French 
cruizer, though belonging to a neutral state. No redress could be ob- 
tained from the French; and the Brethren at Tranquebar being obliged 
immediately to procure another vessel, lest the Missionaries in Nancau- 





* See letters on the Nicobar Islands, published by the Rev. C. J. Latrobe. 
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wery should be left destitute, the enormous expense and Joss incurred 
by these events, and the sickly state of the Missionaries, made it neces- 
sary to recal them. ‘Thus, not only the Mission in these islands, but 
the principal aim of the Brethren’s settling in the East Indies, was 
frustrated. Since that time no success has attended the Mission near 
Tranquebar. Some Brethren, indeed, went to Serampore and Patna, 
where they resided for a time, watching an opportunity to serve the 
eause of God in those places; but various circumstances occasioned 
both these attempts to be relinquished. The East India Mission is 
therefore wholly suspended for the present, the expenses attending it 
far exceeding our ability. 

Sarepta, near Czarizin, on the Wolga, in Russian Asia, was built chief- 
ly with a view to preach the gospel to the Calmuc ‘Tartars, and other 
heathen tribes in those vast regions, among whom an opening might 
be found. Hitherto but little success has attended the Brethren’s la- 
bours, though their exertions have been great and persevering, and 
equal to those of any of our Missionaries in other countries. Some 
Brethren even resided for a considerable time among the Calmues, 
conforming to their manner of living in tents, and accompanying them, 
when they removed their camp to different parts of the Steppe, (im- 
mense plains covered with long grass.) They omitted no opportunity 
of preaching unto tWem Jesus, directing them from their numberless 
idols and wretched superstitions, to the only true God, and to the way 
of life and salvation; but though they were heard and treated with ci- 
vility, no impression could be made upon the hearts of these heathen. 
At last, the main horde, or tribe, quitted those parts. Finding that no- 
thing was likely to be effected among the Calmues, the Brethren turn- 
ed their attention to the education of heathen children; and having, in 
1818, ransomed four girls of the Kirgese nation, they had the satisfac- 
tion to see them grow up in the fear of the Lord. They were baptized 
in 1810, A poor Calmue womin also, left to perish on the road, was 
some years ago brought into the settlement, and, after previous instruc- 
tion, baptized. She departed this life, rejoicing in our Saviour. 

By the encouragement of the Missionary Society in London, two 
Brethren, in 1814. began to study the Calmuc language, with a view to 
recommence the Mission. Having made some proficiency in it, they 
went on a visit to the Calmuc horde in their neighbourhood, to preach 
the gospel to them. Many difficulties seem to be in the way. Of late, 
it has pleased God to open the hearts of two Chorinian Burat nobles, 
by occasion of their translating the gospel into their own language. 
In a letter to their Prince, they have made a public confession of their 
faith in Christ, from which, we hope, much may be gained, for the 
cause of Christ among their nation. 

But though the Brethren did not obtain their aim with the Calmucs, 
they were, by God’s blessing, made useful to the German colonists liv- 
ing on the Wolga; and Ministers of the gospel were provided for most 
of the colonies, through their instrumentality. 

The most flourishing Missions at present, are those in Greenland, 
Labrador, Antigua, St. Kitts, the Danish West India Islands, Surinam, 
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and the Cape of Good Hope; and the latest accounts give the most 
pleasing hope of success in those parts. In Jamaica, the progress of 
the Mission was for a considerable time but slow, and tie prospect dis- 
heartening. Some years ago, some of the most considerable planters 
in that island, being convinced of the utility of the Mission, generously 
undertuok to provide for the support of more Missionaries, and measures 
were adopted accordingly. In latter years the Lord has been pleased 
to grant more success to this Mission. 





Tue general Synods of the Brethren’s Church, appoint a board of 
Bishops and Elders, called the Elders’ Conference of the Unity, to su- 
perintend the concerns of the whole Church, till the next general Sy- 
nod. ‘This conference is divided into Committees, one of which is 
charged with the special care of the Brethren’s Missions. All Mission- 
aries keep up a constant correspondence with this committee, and also 
transmit to them copies of their Journals; extracts from which are sent 
to all the congregations and Missions. By these means a spirit of bro- 
therly love, and a lively interest in the concerns of every Mission is pre- 
served throughout the whole Church, and constant prayer and supplica- 
tion is offered up unto the Lord, for the prosperity of His kingdom, and 
the spread of the gospel. The above-mentioned Committee, having 
considered and discussed the matters relating to the Missions, prepares 
proposals, butno resolutions are formed without the concurrence of the 
whole Elders’ Conference of the Unity. In each settlement, one Bro- 
ther is appointed to have the chief care of the Mission, though ‘e nev- 
er acts without consulting his fellow-labourers, for which purpose he 
holds a conference with them once or twice in a week. 

A Society for the Furtherance of the Gospel among the Heathen, was in- 
stituted by the Brethren in London, as early as the year 1741, for the 
more effectual assistance of said committee, in caring for those Mis- 
sionaries who might pass through London to their several posts. This So- 
ciety was renewed in 1766, and took the whole charge of the Mission on 
the Coast of Labrador upon themselves; besides continuing to assist the 
other Missions, as much as lies in their power, especially those in the 
British dominions. As no regular communication is kept up with the 
Coast of Labrador by Government, a smull vessel is employed to con- 
vey the necessaries of life to the Missionaries once a year; and here we 
cannot help observing with thanks to God, that fifty years have now 
elapsed, during which, by His gracious preservation, no disaster has be- 
fallen the vessel, so as to interrupt a regukir annual communication; 
though, on account of the ice and rocks, the navigation between the 
settlements is of the most dangerous kind. 

In Amsterdam a Society for the Propagation of the Gospel was establish- 
ed by the Brethren in 1746; and renewed in 1793, at Zeist near Utrecht. 
This Society was to take particular charge of the Mission at the Cape 
of Good Hope. The Brethren in North America established a Society 
for propagating the Gospel among the Heathen, in the year 1 87, which 
has been incorporated, and assists in providing for the Missions among 
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the Indians. These three Societies do all in their power to assist in 
supporting the great and accumulated burthens of the above-mentioned 
Committee; and God has prospered their exertions. But they have no 
authority to begin new Missions, or to send out Missionaries, which, by 
the Synods, is vested solely inthe Elders’ Conference of the Unity, 


Tue internal regulations of the Missionary Settlements of the United 
Brethren are the same in every country. The Gospel is preached to 
all Heathen, to whom the Missionaries can gain access, and every one 
is invited to be reconciled to God, through the atonement made by Je- 
sus Christ. Besides the public testimony of the Gospel, the Mission- 
aries are diligently employed in visiting, and conversing with the Hea- 
then in their dwellings. If any are awakened to a sense of their spiri- 
tual depravity, and of their want of a Saviour, and come to the Mission- 
aries for further instruction, giving in their names, they are called 
New Applicants, and special attention is paid tothem. If they continue 
in their earnest desire to be saved from the power of sin, and to be in- 
troduced into the Christian Church by holy baptism, they are consider- 
ed as Candidates for Baptism, and after previous instruction, and a ¢on- 
venient time of probation are baptized. If they then prove by their 
walk and conversation that they have not received the grace of God in 
vain, they are received as approved members of the Congregation; and 
when they desire to be admitted to the Holy Communion, they are first 
permitted to be once present, as spectators, and then considered as 
Candidates for the Communion. After some time, they are confirmed and 
admitted as Communicants. All of those classes haye separate meet- 
ings, in which they are exhorted to make their calling and election 
sure, and instructed ia all things rel#ting to a godly life. Separate 
meetings are also held with other divisions of the congregation: with 
the children, the single men, the single women, the married people, 
the widowers, and the widows, in which the admonitions and precepts, 
given in the Holy Scriptures for each state of life, are inculcated. 
‘I'he baptized and communicants come at stated seasons to converse in- 
dividually with the Missionaries, the men with the Missionary himself, 
and the women with his wife, by which a more perfect knowledge of 
the congregation is obtained, and an opportunity given for special ad- 
vice, 

As the Brethren lay a great stress upon knowing the state of every 
individual belonging to their congregations, it would be impossible for 
the Missionaries to do their duty in any manner satisfactory to them- 
selves in large Missions, unless Assistants were found among the con- 
verts, whose exemplary walk and good understanding have made them 
respected by the whole congregation. ‘These are chosen from among 
bot: sexes, and have particular districts assigned them, in which they 
visit the people, in their houses or buts, attend to the sick and infirm, 
preserve order, endeavour to remove dissensions, and promote harmony 
among the flock. ‘These Assistants meet the Missionaries in conference 
at stated times, at least once a month, and report on the state of the 
Vor. 2 
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congregation. ‘The Missionaries are thereby enabled to know whether 
their people walk in conformity to the rules of the Gospel, and where 
their personal aid may be most essential. In some Missions, the Assist- 
ants are also employed occasionally to address the congregation on a 
week-day, but not to preach in public, and a special blessing has at- 
tended their simple testimony. Other persons of good character, and 
exemplary conversation are used as Servants in the chapel, and meet 
also in conference, to consult on subjects, belonging to outward order 
in the congregation. At stated times, in some Missions, a Council is 
held with a number of the most respectable inhabitants, chosen by the 
congregation, in which al] things relating to the welfare of the settle- 
ment come under consideration. 

As to external regulations, they cannot in all places be exactly uni- 
form. Among free Heathen, Settlements, like those of the Brethren in 
Europe and the United States, are more easily formed; but among 
slaves, this is impracticable. Yet every thing that tends to promote 
good order, and prevent injury, is every where inculcated, and the dis- 
cipline of the Church uniformly exercised. A free man or a slave, who 
acts contrary to the moral precepts contained in the bible, is excluded 
either from the Lord’s Supper, or the meetings of the baptized, or 
even, in certain cases, from all fellowship with the congregation; for 
no situation or prevalency of custom can sanction a pretext for any 
kind of disobedience to the rule of Christ. Such are not re-admitted, 
until they have given satisfactoay proofs of true repentance. Schools 
are established in all the Brethren’s setthkements among free heathen. 
as in Greenland, Labrador, among the Indians in North America, and 
among the Hottentots. Though in the West India Islands this is not 
generally practicable, the children not being under the immediate con- 
trol of the parents; yet, by persuasion of some planters, attention has 
been paid to their instruction in reading, and Sunday schools have been 
instituted in the island of Antigua. For the use of the schools, spell- 
ing books, a catechism, or summary of Christian doctrine, and bymn- 
books, are printed in the Greenland, Esquimaux, Delaware, and Creol 
languages; and, by the liberality of the British and Foreign Bible So- 
ciety, the four Gospels, the Acts of the Apostles, and the Epistles, were 
printed for the use of the Brethren’s Missions in Labrador; a harmony 
of the four Evangelists, in use in the Brethren’s Church, is also print- 
ed in the Greenland and Esquimaux languages; the Epistles of St. 
John have been printed in the Delaware language by the American 
Bible Society, and a Harmony of the four Gospels, in the same language, 
by the Female Missionary Society, at Bethlehem, Pennsylvania. Other 
parts of the Scriptures, translated into different tongues, but yet only 
in manuscript, are in constant use. In all the Brethren’s settlements, 
the congregations meet daily, either in the morning or evening, for so- 
cial worship; and on Sundays, the Missionaries are employed from 
break of day till dark, in preaching, meeting the different divisions of 
the congregations, and attending to their own people, or to heatben 
visiters under concern for their salvation. Nor can they be said to be 
less engaged in spiritual duties on the week days; as visiting the sick, 
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or such who cannot attend them on Sundays, employs a great part of 
their time. 


The Missions of the Brethren are supported by the voluntary con- 
tributions of the members of the Church, and of other friends, who 
have become acquainted with our institutions. It would be impossible 
to maintain so large an establishment, were it not for the generous sup- 
port of friends in other denominations; the congregations of the 
Brethren being but few in number, and the greater part of the poorer 
class. Without the greatest ecénomy, used both by the Brethren at 
home, who care for the Missions, and by the Missionaries abroad, the 
sums subscribed or contributed, would fall far short of the expenditure. 
The expense of the Brethren’s Missions has greatly increased. The 
number of Missionaries in active service, is about 160; and of widows, 
children, and aged and infirm Missionaries, who have spent their 
strength in the service, there are at present upwards of 140, for whom 
the committee is bound to provide. When the expenses attending 
journies and voyages, building and repairs of. churches and dwellings, 
unforeseen occurrences, &c. are taken into consideration, the sum ex- 
pended is comparatively small; though large, when compared with the 
number and abilities of the contributors. The consequences of the 
late war have not only had a very considerable influence upon the cur- 
rent expenses, but occasioned a great diminution in the receipts of con- 
tributions and subscriptions, through the disasters which have befallen 
the Brethren’s settlements in Holland and Germany. The Brethren 
are therefore the more thankful to God, that He inclines the hearts of 
many, who have become acquainted with their Missions, to assist in 
their support. From the beginning they sought to put all their Mis- 
sions upon such a footing, that the expenses might be lessened, and 
thus the practicability of extending them become greater. ‘This, by 
the blessing of God, has, in some instances, succeeded, especially in 
the Danish West India Islands, in Surinam, and at the Cape of Good 
Hope, through the zeal and diligence of some Brethren, who went out 
to serve these Missions by the work of their hands; and in their va- 
rious occupations, earned so much as to be able to contribute con- 
siderably towards their support: but circumstances will not admit of 
this method in every place. The vessel, annually sent to the coast of 
Labrador, to convey provisions, and keep up a communication with 
the Missionaries, returns with skins, bones, and oil, the sale of which, 
of late years, has nearly covered the expenses of the voyage. The 
Missionaries receive no stated salaries, but a list of necessaries is sent 
from each place annually to the Brethren appointed to take care for the 
Missions, and after revision and approbation, the articles wanted are 
procured and sent. For the children and widows, and for Missiona- 
ries retired from service, provision is made, in the best way the com- 
mittee are enabled to fulfil this obligation. 

Of late years, several associations have been formed in the Bre- 
thren’s congregations, in aid of the Missions, chiefly by sisters, in 
conjunction with their female friends in other denominations. They 
have been blessed by the Lord in their benevolent exertions, and as- 
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sisted the cause by considerable contributions. Particular thanks are 
likewise due to the associations formed at Glasgow, London, Edin- 
burg, and other places, by friends not belonging to our Church, whose 
liberality, embracing al] attempts to spread the gospel among the 
heathen, made them consider the Brethren’s Missions as demanding 
their particular assistance in their present impoverished state. Though 
actively engaged in every good work, to promote the cause of God in 
their own connexions, they have ef late years most generously stepped 
in for our relief. Without this assistance we should have been utterly 
unable to continue our exertions. 

The Brethren have by long experience found, that “ the word of the 
cross is the power of God unto salvation to every one that believeth!” 
They therefore immediately preach Christ, and Him crucified, sowing 
the word in tears, with patience and in faith, knowing that they shall 
hereafter reap with joy. But tiere is no part of the doctrines of the 
Saviour and his apostles, which the Missionaries do not gradually en- 
deavour to inculcate, both before and after baptism, and through the 
mercy and power of God, the most blessed effects have attended their 
labours, and have become conspicuous in the lives and conversation of 
most of their converts. 

But who is sufficiect for these things? Truly not man; no, not the 
wisest, best, and most zealous of men. Our sufficiency is of God, te 
whom be all the glory for ever and ever! 


EXTRACT 
Of the Diary of the Brethren Scuiii, Loos, and Deum, concerning their 
residence among the Calmucks, in the years 1820, and 1821. 
1820. 

WE entered this year with earnest prayer to the Lord, that accord- 
ing to His promise, (Psalm 119, 41,) he would vouchsafe to us a con- 
tinuance of His grace and support, and have mercy upon the Calmuck 
nation, so deeply sunk in ignorance and superstition. We felt our- 
selves so much the more in need of divine consolation, as we had hith- 
erto seen but little fruit of our labours, and might have been greatly 
discouraged, had we not relied upon that comfortable declaration, “ that 
the word of the Lord shall not return unto Him void, but shall ac- 
complish that which He pleaseth, and prosper in the thing whereto He 
sends it.” Our faith had indeed been greatly strengthened by the con- 
version of Sodnom, which we viewed as an earnest of the fulfilment of 
the above promise. This man has remained faithful to the truth, 
amidst many temptations of the enemy, both from within and without, 
and he daily increases in the love and knowledge of Jesus Christ our 
Saviour. In the beginning of this year we had a very satisfactory con- 
versation with him, upon the subject of the gospel of St. Matthew, a 
copy of which, in the Mongolian language, he has had for some time in 
his hands. He expressed the delight that he experienced upon every 
fresh perusal of it, observing that he continually discovered new trea- 
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sures, especially in the discourses and parables of our Saviour. On 
such occasions, he puts questions to us, which evince considerable re- 
flection, and an earnest desire to be still further instructed and edified; 
and after we had given him the needful explanations, he generally ob- 
serves that these likewise should be heard by the Calmucks in their own 
language. 

“Shortly after the commencement of the year, Prince Serbedshab, 
summoned an assembly of the chief men among bis subjects, and tes- 
tified his displeasure on account of their mode of collecting, and trans- 
mitting to him, the customary tribute. On this occasion, he dismissed 
from their offices, three of the principal judges and nobles, not mere- 
ly because they had been guilty of embezzling the public money, but 
because they had endeavoured to foment discord between the prince 
and vis brothers. He then openly declired, ‘I have given sufficient 
evidence last autumn, by the deposition of the Lama, whom we never- 
theless revere as a divine personage, that I will not suffer iniquity to 
prevail in my dominions. Let every one take due notice of this.’ ” 

January 10th. We spent some hours in conversation with Sodn m. 
A portion of the sermon on the Mount being read, be asked, “ Is this 
discourse exactly so translated into the German languxge? many pas- 
sages appear to me just as if they were intended to apply to our own 
depraved nation.” He was informed that the German version gave 
precisely the same interpretation, and that the description of the cor- 
rupt state of the human heert and mind, to which he alluded, extended 
to all nations, and all ages of the world; also, that there was no reme- 
dy for this geners] depravity, but in the grace and merits of Jesus. 

Some days after, Sodnom related that a Gellong had come to him, to 
give him a solemn warning, not to become too deeply versed in the Ger- 
man religion, since the religion of the Calmucks surpassed in worth 
every other. ‘The following short conversation hereupon ensued: 

Sodnom. I seek the salvation of my soul: if you can clearly point 
out to me the way to obtain it, | will receive your instruction with 
joy. 

Gellong. You ought to have pursued your first intention, to devote 
yourself to the ecclesiastical calling; but since you have forsaken it, 
you must now wait patiently, and see whether, in your future birth, (or 
state of existence,) you may be enabled to come into possession of the 
truth. 

Sodnom. Have you read the gospel of St. Matthew? 

Gellong. ' Yes. 

Sodnom. Does it contain truth or untruth? 

Gellong. If I were to assert that it contained untruth, I might pos- 
sibly commit a sin: for as there are many Burchans, there may have 
been one, for aught we know, who has manifested himself to the Ger- 
man nation. We, however, shall do best to remain faithful to our own 
religion. 

Here the conversation ended. 

At the end of January the cold became excessive: so that the ther- 
mometer sunk to 25° below zero, (24° below @ of Fahrenheit.) The 
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Calmucks believed, that this severe weather was owing to an old wo- 
man, who had lately died, and who had often complained of cold, dur- 
ing her illness. ‘To appease the angry spirits, the Gellongs, therefore, 
cut the corpse in pieces, and burnt it. The weather happening to be- 
come milder on the following day, the Calmucks of course were at no 
loss to what they should attribute the wished-for change. 

In the course of the conversation with Sodnom, he related several 
circumstances in his early life, which he could not but consider as 
transgressions of God’s Jaw, and on account of which be now felt much 
concern. We availed ourselves of this opportunity, again earnestly to 
commend to him Jesus, as the Saviour of all sinners. He observed, 
‘] believe that a man who is conscious of having committed many 
sins, will, sooner than another, learn that he has need of a Saviour: but 
that experience will ever be a painful one, which teaches us how power- 
ful an enemy sin is, and what influence it exerts upon the human heart, 
when, time after time, it strives to draw the soul aside from peace and 
happiness.” Another time he observed, “1 am more and more con- 
vinced that it is not the.work of man, to convince my countrymen of 
the truth of the gospel: and that this can only take place when Jesus 
has compassion on them, and they suffer themselves to be healed by 
Him. Formerly, my brother-in-law was at least attentive to me, when 
I spoke to him of salvation by Jesus: now, however, he manifests a 
very different disposition, in regard to the plainest and simplest truths; 
and asks me whether I suppose he is going to change his religion.” 

On another occasion we conversed with one of Sodnom’s brothers, 
upon the great happiness which Christians enjoy, in believing, on the 
authority of the Holy Scriptures, that we have to do with a Divine Be- 
ing, whose power is infinite, and who is, at the same time, the Saviour 
of all men. To this remark he answered; ‘* You are much mure for- 
tunate than we; for we have such a number of gods, that we are at a 
loss to know whom to address.” This man is in a state of heart that 
resembles a sudden awaking out of a sound sleep: sometimes he 
honestly confesses, that the religious system of the Calmucs appears to 
him very absurd and fabulous: at other times he speaks of it with 
much veneration. Sodnom’s younger brother is still zealously devoted 
to the national faith: but, according to his own declarations, he lives in 
continual conflict with himself, being stil) under the influence of the 
prevailing superstitions. Once he related to us, that the Calmucs had, 
on a certain occasion, sent to their Dalai Lama, who professed to know 
every thing, to obtain from him some astronomical writings: his reply 
was, “If you wish to learn astronomy, you must go to the Germans; 
for in this branch of science they have made the greatest progress; but 
as to those subjects which are connected with the knowledge of religion, 
no nation is to be compared with ours.” From the same man we learnt 
that the Calmucs hold the relics of their saints in great estimation; 
and consider them as a bulwark of their religion. He observed that 
the heart of a deceased Lama, of great piety, had been carefully pre- 
served, and that it had become incorruptible, by the power of religion. 
June 17th, We had the pleasure to see our friend Mr. Rahmn arrive 
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with us, and to enjoy his company for a few days. His conversations 
with Sodnom proved likewise very instructing and encouraging to the 
latter. Once Sodnom inquired, “ whether such persons as, from fear 
of men, hesitated to confess Jesus as their Saviour, could be saved.” 
Mr. Rahmn answered, that ‘ such persons ran an awful risk, and would 
do much better, if at the proper time and places, they would openly 
avow what they believed. That this, however, could only result from 
their having surrendered themselves wholly to Jesus, and learnt by ex- 
perience to prize the blessedness of being His followers.” 

On the 24th we received letters from Sarepta, and, to our great joy, 
the first two sheets of the translation of the Acts of the Apostles into 
the Calmuck languages, executed by Brother J. J. Schmidt, at St. Pe- 
tersburg: this proved a valuable present both to ourselves and to Sod- 
nom. 

About the same time a circumstance took place, which showed a de- 
gree of honesty very unusual among the Gellongs. A man in our 
neighbourhood had lost a horse: he went in consequence to a noted 
Gellong, and requested to be informed, by means of his books, in what 
way he should recover it. he latter, however, honestly confessed his 
inability to give advice on the occasion, observing that be had often 
found his books to fail of affording the requisite information, and that 
his predictions were not always correct. Such declarations appear to 
indicate something like a gleam of natural light, piercing through the 
surrounding thick darkness: hitherto, however, we cannot say that ma- 
ny traces of the enlightening power of the gospel have shown them- 
selves. Sodnom often remarks, “It is as if my countrymen Jay buried 
iu a deep slumber; the furthest point at which they arrive is to admit 
the truth of the gospel, but as they cannot rise out of their sleep, they 
are no better for this admission.” That this is but too true, we have 
had repeated proofs. A certain old woman, who formerly seemed to 
listen with pleasure to the gospel, but had been induced by her son to 
discontinue her visits to us, came once again to beg for some medicine. 
We did not lose this opportunity of reminding her, that anxious as she 
was about the health of her body, she seemed to have become alg 
gether unconcerned about that of her soul. To this she replied, 
“Don't tell me of these things: when I hear them I feel a pain at my 
heart. 

July 22d. Prince Serbedshab had the misfortune to be thrown from 
his horse, while hunting, and to receive a severe contusion. During 
his confinement at home, we called several times upon him, but did not 
see him, until the 16th of August, when, being quite recovered, he sent 
for us. We immediately went, and were received with much friendli- 
ness, being invited to take our dinner with him. He conversed freely 
with us concerning his religion, extolling the admirable rules and doc- 
trines, which it set forth, but which, he owned, had lost much of their 
efficacy, through the evil practices of the Gellongs. ‘The number of 
these persons,” said he, “I have already diminished by the half; but 
even the remainder are unwilling to live by their own rules. Our Bur- 
chan has already told us, that the Gellongs themselves should greatly 
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contribute to this corruption; and by the fulfilment of this prediction, 
we plainly see his divine power.” It was answered, that the Burchan 
must be aware, that these deceitful practices could not remain Jong un- 
exposed, ‘The prince, without appearing to notice this remark, con- 
tinued: “Jt is in our eyes a great sin, to despise the religion and the 
gods of other nations.” We replied, “ To us it is, however, a mourn- 
ful sight, to behold men follow after error rather than trut).” The 
prince rejoined, “ Every man thinks that he has discovered the true 
and right way; and during my campnign in Germany, I have had op- 
portunity to perceive, that very different opinions are entertained in 
that country on the subject of religion.” Upon bis further observing 
that formerly the youth of his nation had enjoyed more instruction than 
at present, since those who were unsuccessful candidates for the order 
of Gellongs were employed as teachers of youth. We assured him we 
would gladly undertake, with his permission, to instruct the Calmuck 
children. ‘To this offer, however, he made no reply. 

For some time previous to this occurrence, we had learnt with plea- 
sure, that a change of sentiment had taken place with Dschimha, Sod- 
nom’s brother, and with the wives of both of them, such as to raise our 
hopes of their eventual conversion, Dschimba sought more frequent 
opportunities of conversation with us, and attended our Sunday services 
with great apparent devotion. Once when Sodnom read. to the little 
company assembled, the 26th chapter of St. Matthew, containing the 
account of our Saviour’s sufferings, peculiar attention was manifested, 
and Sodnom’s wile appeared greatly struck with what she beard, O 
how great would have been our joy, if we had been able to trace the 
further development of the living principle within them. 

About the same time, Sodnom was informed, that all the Gellongs 
were highly exasperated against him: that they had publicly denounced 
him as a despiser and slanderer of their gods, their religion, and its 
ministers, and that they were eager'y intent upon rendering the prince 
his enemy, this being the only mode by which th: y could exercise their 

‘resentment. We conversed with him on te subject of these attempts 
on a Sunday, when the text for the day was, ‘* Vo man can serve two 
masters,” &c. On our remarking, that something was to be learnt, 
even from the examples of such zealots in religion, and that their fiith- 
fulness to their Burchan, and devotion of body and soul to his service, 
ought to stimulate us to unshaken love to Christ, and to fervent zeal in 
His cause. Sodnom answered, “That is true, and tien it will appear 
who is the stronger.” Another time, when the conversation turned 
upon the religious writings of the Calmucks, he observed; “I have 
never found any thing in them, that could be compared with that invi- 
tation of Jesus in the gospel: ‘ Come unto me al! ye that labour, and are 
heavy laden, and I will give you rest.’ These are truly comfortable words 
unto me, who am weary and heavy laden; I receive them, and expe- 


rience that they are indeed true. Our learned men may, if they please, 


continue to talk of the deep and hidden meaning of their writings: but 
of what use to me are the treasures that lie hid in the depths of the 
ocean ?” His brother Dschimba remarking, that many of their coun- 
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trymen were prevented, by the fear of the prince, from giving ear to 
the word of God, Sodnom replied, ‘‘ Whoever is in earnest about the 
salvation of his soul, will not be deterred, hy any fear of man, from 
seeking alter it. I have, for nearly forty years, sought rest for my soul 
in the Calmuck religion, and have not found it: who then can blame 
me for seeking it where I hope to find it?” Not long «after, he was told 
by one of his relations, that he had heen actually complained of to the 
prince, on account of his attachment to the doctrine of Jesus, but that 
the prince had laughed, and appeared unwilling to believe the report. A 
Gellong once put the question to us, “ tlave you anthority from a 
higher power to be here?” We answered, “ Certainly, for we follow 
the command of Jesus, ‘ Go ye and teach all nations.’ ” 

In September, we received the last sheets of the translation of the 
Acts of the Apostles; we read the contents to Sodnom and his brother 
Dschimba, both of whom listened with marked attention, and an evi- 
dent impression on their hearts. Several copies having been forwarded 
to us, we presented one to the prince. who received it kindly, and ap- 
peared not disinclined to peruse it. He was reported to have given the 
following remarkable advice to those about him: “ Read diligently in 
these scriptures; there is notling hurtful in them; on the contrary, they 
are very delightful to read.” His sister thought otherwise: a copy be- 
ing handed to her, sie took it, and having read a few pages, returned it, 
saying she had no time to read any further in it. The same disincli- 
nation was manifested by a Gellong. He saw the book lying in our 
room, and began to peruse it: but as soon as he beheld the name Je- 
sus, he laid it down again. Another person of the same class, who 
practises medicine, asked us, why we remained so long here: on our 
replying, that we also gave medicine, but for the soul, he observed, 
** With such medicine we are sufficiently provided, and yours would on- 
ly prove destructive to us; you had better go to the Tartars, who have 
no such excellent customs and doctrines as we possess.” Alter we had 
endeavoured to explain to him our object in coming among his coun- 
trymen, he asked, “ Have you found many of our people, wo are 
ready to embrace your religion?” We answered in the negative, but 
observed, that we prayed God to open their hearts for its reception. 
To this he rejoinod, ‘ As long as I can find one of similar sentiments 
with myself, I will continue true to the wisdom of my ancestors, and 
even in death [ will not forsake it.” 

Towards the end of the year, Sodnom informed us with great plea- 
sure, that Dschimba’s mother-in-law had latterly begun to listen to his 
testimony of Jesus, as the only lord that can forgive sins, and afford 
help in every time of need. She was soon after attacked by a com- 
plaint, which brought her apparently to the verge of the grave; and 
while she lay in that state, her cry was, “ Lord Jesus, be gracious un- 
to me!” This circumstance did not fail to enliven our faith and hopes, 
on entering into another year of our labours. 


1821. 
On the first day of the new year, we had the pleasure to see several 
VOL. II. 8 
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young Calmucks come te us, with a request for copies of the Gospels 
and little traets : and we have reason to hope, that the perusal of them 
was not unattended with the Divine blessing. On the part of the ec- 
clesiastics there appeared, however, no diminution of that enmity, with 
which the Scriptures were regarded; a feeling, which was sometimes 
testified by violent expressions. A Gellong once addressed Sodnom as 
follows: “ I have been angry with you, ever since I heard the terrible 
news, that you had embraced the religion of the Germans.” Sodnom 
answered, “ Can any thing be very terrible that concerns so insignifi- 
cant a man as myself ? me you bave no occasion to fear; but you ought 
to fear the consequences of your attempts to deter others from following 
after the only ttue way.” When Sodnom related the above to us, he 
added, “ Although I cou'd see no immediate danger impending, I was 
not without a certain fear of man, and could not help thinking of the 
denial of Peter. Ah, how much better would it be for us, who are as 
yet so weak in the faith, if we were removed toa greater distance from 
those who do their utmost to extinguish the spark of truth, which falls 
into the heart-of their countrymen,” In the sequel we had fresh proofs 
of the attempts made by the Gellongs, to prejudiee the mind of the 
Prince against us, and of the success which so evidently attended them. 
When we waited upon the Prince, tie first time after the new year, 
he asked us with emphasis, what was the real object of our residence 
in this country: adding, ‘Go rather into France, and teach the people 
of that country what a great sin it is, to rise against their Rulers, 
“There we have had an instance of the consequences which result 
from enlightening the common people: they think immediately that 
they are equal to their Prince. Or, at “ least, bestow your pains upon 
your own countrymen, to induce them to lay aside their differences in 
religion. Besides, you must know, that we do not make much account 
of a man, who forsakes the religion of his forefathers, in which he has 
been born and educated.” We answered, that the aim of our residence 
in this country was to bear witness of the truth of the Gospel, and that 
we should betray our trust, if we were to keepsilence. Upon this, he 
rose, and left us, with the remark, “I find no meaning in the Gospels. 
and therefore cannot read them.” 

Not long after, word was brought to Sodnom, that the Prince was 
greatly embittered against him, and had taken the advice of his coun- 
sellors, how the further spread of the Gospel might be checked. 

As it appeared probable from this, that our abode in the Choschut 
Horde, would not be of much longer duration, we began to consider 
to what other tribe we should direct our attention, being unwilling to 
discontinue our attempts for the conversion of the Calmucks. We 
were led to think of the Torgut Horde, among whom we had formerly 
intended to establish ourselves; but deemed it prudent, in the first in- 
stance, to examine into the state of that horde, and Brother Schill im- 
mediately consented to undertake the journey. To obviate any diffi- 
culty that might be thrown in his way, either by the Calmuck princes, 
or the Russian authorities, it appeared advisable to obtain a written let- 
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ter of recommendation from the Governor of Astrachan, This was ef- 
fected without difficulty, upon a personal application. 

During the absence of Brother Schill in Astrachan, his colleagues, 
the Brethren Loos and Dehm, continued undisturbed. Sodnom, how- 
ever, was threatened in various ways, by persons inimically disposed, 
in the expectation, that he would be induced to change his views. 
Even the brother-in-law of the Prince, who was on a visit here, made 
an attempt to deter him, by a letter, in which he stated, that a report 
had come to bis ears, that Sodnom intended to embrace the German 
religion. That ifhe did this, in the hope of becoming a match for the 
Germans, it was well; but if he was serious in his intention, he would 
have him know, that sufficient power remained in their hands to hinder 
such astep. After he had read this letter, he said, with a degree of 
resignation, that surprised us, ‘If [ am summoned, I shall answer, that 
in all temporal things, I am willing -to be obedient to my rulers, but 
that my soul is under another Lord.” No further obstacle was how- 
ever thrown in his way by this prince; and Prince Serbedshab, whose 
severity he chiefly feared, some time after, formerly renounced all 
claim upon him, and declared him to be a free man. 

Brother Schill now prepared for his reconnoitring journey, and wish- 
ing to take along with him Sodnom and another Calmuck, who bad 
hitherto assisted us in various ways, he applied to the Prince for his 
consent, and for the requisite passports; producing at the same time 
the handwriting of the Governor of Astrachan. The Prince had a great 
many observations to make in reply. ‘‘ It was a pity, he said, that so 
much money was spent in the attempt to propagate the Gospel, and in 
paper for the printing of so many Bibles. It would be much better, to 
leave every nation to its own religion; for as we acknowledged, that 
many nominal Christians led a vicious life, though they were in posses- 
sion of the Bible, we could scarcely affirm, that all, who did not pos- 
sess it, would be consigned to hell.” Of course, we had no difliculty 
in answering these remarks, which being done, we returned to our in- 
quiry, whether he would furnish Brother Schill with two Calmucks, 
and with passports for the proposed journey. He replied, “ I have no 
people fit for this purpose, and I cannot therefore assist you in it.” 
We mentioned the names of Sodnom and the Calmuck above alluded 
to. “* Sodnom,” said he, with evident displeasure, “ is not a subject of 
mine, and to any of my own people I shall not give a passport for such a 
journey.” —“ Well then,” we rejoined, “ the journey must necessarily 
be given up, and we must inform our superiors at Sarepta, who have 
requested us to undertake it, of the reasons which have prevented us.” 
Now the Prince assumed a milder tone, and said “ You can travel in 
company of these two men, without molestation. Your letter from the 
Governor is quite sufficient to protect you. Our people usually travel 
without a passport from one horde to the other: but if I were to give 
these men passports, the whole nation would unite to curse me. As it 
is, | am accused of being no true Calmuck at heart; but inclined to 
follow the Russian customs.” Notwithstanding these assurances, our 
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young Calmucks come te us, with a request for copies of the Gospels 
and little tracts : and we have reason to hope, that the perusal of them 
was not unattended with the Divine blessing. On the part of the ec- 
clesiastics there appeared, however, no diminution of that enmity, with 
which the Scriptures were regarded; a feeling, which was sometimes 
testified by violent expressions. A Gellong once addressed Sodnom as 
follows: “ I have been angry with you, ever since I heard the terrible 
news, that you had embraced the religion of the Germans.” Sodnom 
answered, “ Can any thing be very terrible that concerns so insignifi- 
cant a man as myself ? me you bave no occasion to fear; but you ought 
to fear the consequences of your attempts to deter others from following 
after the only trie way.” When Sodnom related the above to us, he 
added, “ Although I cou'd see no immediate danger impending, I was 
not without a certain fear of man, and could not help thinking of the 
denial of Peter. Ah, how much better would it be for us, who are as 
yet so weak in the faith, if we were removed toa greater distance from 
those who do their utmost to extinguish the spark of truth, which falls 
into the heart-of their countrymen.” In the sequel we had fresh proofs 
of the attempts made by the Gellongs, to prejudiee the mind of the 
Prince against us, and of the success which so evidently attended them. 
When we waited upon the Prince, tive first time after the new year, 
he asked us with emphasis, what was the real object of our residence 
in this country: adding, “ Go rather into France, and teach the people 
of that country what a great sin it is, to rise against their Rulers. 
‘There we have had an instance of the consequences which result 
from enlightening the common people: they think immediately that 
they are equal to their Prince. Or, at “ least, bestow your pains upon 
your own countrymen, to induce them to lay aside their differences in 
religion. Besides, you must know, that we do not make much account 
of a man, who forsakes the religion of his forefathers, in which he has 
been born and educated.” We answered, that the aim of our residence 
in this country was to bear witness of the truth of the Gospel, and that 
we should betray our trust, if we were to keepsilence. Upon this, he 
rose, and left us, with the remark, “I find no meaning in the Gospels. 
and therefore cannot read them.” 

Not long after, word was brought to Sodnom, that the Prince was 
greatly embittered against him, and had taken the advice of his coun- 
sellors, how the further spread of the Gospel might be checked. 

As it appeared probable from this, that our abode in the Choschut 
Horde, would not be of much longer duration, we began to consider 
to what other tribe we should direct our attention, being unwilling to 
discontinue our attempts for the conversion of the Calmucks. We 
were led to think of the Torgut Horde, among whom we had formerly 
intended to establish ourselves; but deemed it prudent, in the first in- 
stance, to examine into the state of that borde, and Brother Schill im- 
mediately consented to undertake the journey. To obviate any diffi- 
culty that might be thrown in his way, either by the Calmuck princes, 
or the Russian authorities, it appeared advisable to obtain a written let- 
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ter of recommendation from the Governor of Astrachan, This was ef- 
fected without difficulty, upon a personal application. 

During the absence of Brother Schill in Astrachan, his colleagues, 
the Brethren Loos and Dehm, continued undisturbed. Sodnom, how- 
ever, was threatened in various ways, by persons inimically disposed, 
in the expectation, that he would be induced to change his views. 
Even the brother-in-law of the Prince, who was on a visit here, made 
an attempt to deter him, by a letter, in which he stated, that a report 
had come to bis ears, that Sodnom intended to embrace the German 
religion. That ifhe did this, in the hope of becoming a match for the 
Germans, it was well; but if he was serious in his intention, he would 
have him know, that sufficient power remained in their hands to hinder 
such astep. After he had read tiis letter, he said, with a degree of 
resignation, that surprised us, ‘If [ am summoned, I shall answer, that 
in all temporal things, I am willing to be obedient to my rulers, but 
that my soul is under another Lord.” No further obstacle was bow- 
ever thrown in his way by this prince; and Prince Serbedshab, whose 
severity he chiefly feared, some time after, formerly renounced all 
claim upon him, and declared him to be a free man. 

Brother Schill now prepared for his reconnoitring journey, and wish- 
ing to take along with him Sodnom and another Calmuck, who had 
hitherto assisted us in various ways, he applied to the Prince for his 
consent, and for the requisite passports; producing at the same time 
the handwriting of the Governor of Astrachan. The Prince had a great 
many observations to make in reply. “ It was a pity, he said, that so 
much money was spent in the attempt to propagate the Gospel, and in 
paper for the printing of so many Bibles. It would be much better, to 
leave every nation to its own religion; for as we acknowledged, that 
many nominal Christians led a vicious life, though they were in posses- 
sion of the Bible, we could scarcely affirm, that ali, who did not pos- 
sess it, would be consigned to hell.” Of course, we had no difliculty 
in answering these remarks, which being done, we returned to our in- 
quiry, whether he would furnish Brother Schill with two Calmucks, 
and with passports for the proposed journey. He replied, “1 have no 
people fit for this purpose, and | cannot therefore assist you in it.” 
We mentioned the names of Sodnom and the Calmuck above alluded 
to. ‘ Sodnom,” said he, with evident displeasure, “ is not a subject of 
mine, and to any of my own people I shall not give a passport for such a 
journey.”—** Well then,” we rejoined, ‘‘ the journey must necessarily 
be given up, and we must inform our superiors at Sarepta, who have 
requested us to undertake it, of the reasons which have prevented us,” 
Now the Prince assumed a milder tone, and said “ You can travel in 
company of these two men, without molestation. Your letter from the 
Governor is quite sufficient to protect you. Our people usually travel 
without a passport from one horde to the other: but if I were to give 
these men passports, the whole nation would unite to curse me. As it 
is, [ am accused of being no true Calmuck at heart; but inclined to 
follow the Russian customs.” Notwithstanding these assurances, our 
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uneasiness was not dispelled, and fur the present, we found it advisable 
to postpone our intended journey. 

Soon after, the wife of Dschimba, departed this life in child-bed. 
She had experienced something of the power of the Gospel on her heart, 
and her end, which was peaceful and happy, made a favourable impres- 
sion on many of her relations. At their request, ber remains were in- 
terred without any of the superstitious ceremonies usual among the 
Calmucks, to which the deceased had testified a decided aversion. This 
circumstance exisperated the priests so much the more, as they lost 
thereby the customary offerings, on which account they complained to 
the Prince. The latter summoned Sodnom, on whom the blame was 
principa ly laid, before him; addressed him in a severe tone, as the au- 
thor of these disturbances, and without allowing time to reply, told him 
that he must leave the country. As soon as Sodnow had related this to 
us, we repaired to the Prince, and prevailed so far, by means of our 
representations and intreaties, that permission was granted both to Sod- 
nom and bis family, to reniain, at all events, till the proposed journey 
should have been performed. ‘* For aught I care,” said the Prince, 
“he may believe what he pleases, but he shall be silent about it. If a 
stop is not put to this evil, it may lead to arebellion among my subjects. 
Besides, the emperor will not allow others to be disturbed in the pro- 
fession of their religion. Do you not know, how it bas fared with the 
Jesuits in St. Petersburgh.” 

Some days after, the judge entered into our kibitka with four men; 
summoned Sodnom and Dschimba into his presence, and informed the 
latter, that he must give up the articles left by his wife. Dschimba an- 
swered, that this*demand was not warranted by the laws of the country 
nor the customs of t!\e Calmucks, but if the Prince had commanded it, 
he would not refuse to be obedient. The articles in question consisted 
of a silk gown, a saddle and bridle, and a few other trifles of clothing 
and furniture. The brotier of the deceased loudly claimed the clothes 
in which the corpse was buried; the judge however would not al.ow 
his claim: on the contrary, two milk cows, sent by some kind-hearted 
neighbour, for the nourishment of the new-born infant, were adjudged 
to the priest, as an offering. This instance of rapacious superstition 
was particularly annoying to Sodnom, as he knew well how completely 
his sister-in-law vas convinced of the inefficacy of such a sacrgfice. 
He observed: ‘ Each must take care of his own soul, and we believe, 
that happiness is obtained through Jesus, without any other sacrifice.” 
His protestations however proved of no avail, and the judge at length 
took his leave, with this dictatorial sentence, ** As soon as the Jeast tur- 
ther complaint is brought against you, you must immediately jeave the 
country.” 

Meanwhile the needful preparations had been made for a visit to the 
Torgut horde. Thisis the most numerous of ali the Calmuck hordes. 
It consists of several tribes or clans, which bear particular n.mes, e. g. 
Erketen, Bagan-Zochar, &e, each governed by a different Prince, and 
extends from the river Kuma to the vicinity of Chornoyor on the Wol- 
ga. We still made another effort to obtain a passport from the Prince, 
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for our servant, that we might not be exposed to any unpleasant deten- 
tion by the military cordon; but he refused our petition roundly, adding 
in an unfriendly tone, that he would only permit us to remain in his 
horde, on the condition, that in future, we would conduct ourselves 
peaceably, or in other words, desist from speaking of Jesus. Alter this 
interview, he sent for Sodnom, spoke to him severely concerning his 
present way of thinking, and finding it impossible to change his rese- 
lution, concluded by declaring him to be a man sunk into perdition, 
and desiring him to quit the country with the least possible delay. By 
this decisive measure, not only was our intended journey prevented, but 
even the aim of our Mission for the present frustrated. Sodnom and 
his family, together with some other of his relations, were indeed won 
over to tne truth; but they had thereby lost a home among their own 
people. In order to convey t»e needful information of these events to 
our Brethren at Sarepta, and obtain their advice and direction as early 
as possible, it was deemed advisable that Brother Schill should set out 
for that place, in company of Sodnom. The following is extracted from 
Brother Schill’s account of their journey. 
“On the 18th June, we set out on horseback for Sarepta, and arriv- 
ed there on the 23d inst. On the road, S dnom had several opportu- 
nities of conversing with his countrymen; which he did not fail to em- 
brace, in the hope of promoting their spiritua] welfare. Ata certain 
village, be went in search of a widow, whom he bad known twenty 
years ago, as a woman of considerable property. On asking her, if she 
recognized him, she answered: ‘ How is that possible, my eyes have 
grown quite weak, with weeping on account of the many sufferings, 
which bave befallen me.” Hereupon Sodnom made himself known to 
her, and comforted ber with the assurance, that the sufferings of this 
present time were short, and that our principal object here below, 
ought to be to care for the salvation of our immortal souls. The wo- 
man replied, “ I have nothing but misery and destruction in prospect; 
for | am poor, and unable to make any offering to the Burchan and the 
Gellongs, by which a happy lile hereafter might be ensured to me.” 
Several other widows being present on this occasion, Sodnom declared 
to them, that their whole nation was involved m grievous darkness; for 
that their Burchans themselves had not known the true God, and the 
Gellongs made a point of leading the people into error, for the sake of 
their own profit. ‘ ‘he Creator of all things,” be continued, “ re- 
quires of us no other sserifice, but t. at of our heart; and so greatly has 
He loved mankind, that in His pity He bec.me Himself a man, and suf- 
fered the punishment due to our sins: ‘To Him we are to take our re- 
fuge; and in His sight the rich and the poor are all alike, indeed the lat- 
ter are more highly favoured, bemg saved by their poverty from many 
temptations. It is to Him, that we owe our daily food; whatever we 
are and have comes from Him. His name is Jesus: and He is the Sa- 
viour of all men.” This address was listened to with attention, and 
the widow above mentioned exclaimed, “ If this be true, I will gladly 
turn tothis only true God. Othat I may never forget this name, and 
the words which | have heard from Sednom.” 
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‘Our abode in Sarepta lasted ten days, and after I had accomplished 
the immediate object of our journey, | availed myself of the opportu- 
nity to pay a visit to the Rev. Mr. Rahm, who continues actively en- 
gaged in the distribution of the Scriptures among the Derbet horde. 
This visit served to enliven and encourage me in an especial manner, 
amidst the difficulties which of late seemed to gather round us. We 
enjoyed much affection and friendship from this worthy Missionary, 
and Sodnom himself was greatly impressed with what he saw and heard. 
At taking leave he said, ‘ The separation is as painful to me, as if I was 
parting from my wife and children.’ The separation, however, proved 
but for a short period, for we received a direction to leave the horde, 
and for the present to repair to the neighbourhood of Sarepta, with Sod- 
nom and his family. On our return to the horde on the 10th July, we 
found that notwithstanding the opposition we bad experienced, every 
thing remained tranquil. ‘The Brethren Loos and Dehm were restrict- 
ed from any intercourse with the Calmucks, and resided upon the Rus- 
sian territory. The prince had gone to Astrachan. While we remain- 
ed here, Sodnom, however, had various opportunities of speaking a word 
in season to his countrymen, and explaining to them, that he now view- 
ed their national religion in a very different light than formerly. Once 
when he was seeking a strayed cow, he met by accident with an old 
Gerull. The latter having heard of his loss, observed in a tone of great 
confidence ; ‘! will immediately inform you, by means of my books, 
where you will find your cow.’ ‘ Those books of yours,’ answered Sod- 
nom, ‘are of no manner of use, and only fit to be thrown into the fire.’ 
‘ No,’ replied the other, ‘ they are sure to be right, and I now tell you, 
that you will find your cow three days’ journey down the Wolga.’ The 
very next day Sodnom recovered the animal, which had strayed in an 
opposite direction: when not long after again meeting the priest, ‘ See,’ 
said he, ‘of how much value your books are proved to be.” The an- 
swer was, * Your own unbelief is altogether in fault that they have fail- 
ed on this occasion.’ Sodnom remarked, in a few words, how miserable 
a subterfuge this must be: upon which those around burst into loud 
laughter. ‘ How strange it is,’ said he, ‘that you laugh at your own 
superstitions, and yet continue attached to them.’ 

‘* During the time we were engaged with the repair of our boat, and 
other preparations for our departure, we made very unexpectedly the 
acquaintance of two families, originally belonging to the Derbet horde, 
the heads of which are own brothers. The elder, named Tsch:irme or 
Zurum, first sent his brother Oeske to Sodnom, to make inquiries about 
the German religion, as it is here termed, having an inclination to em- 
brace it. Oeske, however, did not execute his commission with much 
judgment, for he commenced his ‘inquiries of Sodnom, by asking 
whether he did not receive pay from the Germans, for adhering to their 
religion. Sodnom had been frequently taunted by the men of conside- 
ration in his tribe, with having sold his soul to the infidels, and he was 
not well pleased to be again required to answer such a charge: he there- 
fore made a hasty reply, and sent the man away unsatisfied. Zurum 
now came to us, to explain himself, and wished that Sodnom might be 










































— 





‘Vv, 


ed 
le, 
ll - 
ve 
ry 
et- 


in- 
rd 
w- 
ce 
1d 
pat 


ind 
the 
de, 


put 
me 
ich 
ing 
eir 
de- 
vas 


um 


DIARY OF THE MISSION AMONG THE CALMUCKS. 25 


present, to which the latter consented without hesitation. When the 
inquirer had finished, Sodnom addressed him, ‘ You must be a man of 
a very easy disposition, to be able so suddenly to believe a religion, of 
which you have no knowledge.’ The other answered, ‘ I have known 
you for more than ten years, and have heard many things concerning 
you. I knowthat you are a man who does not act precipitutely, and as 
I believe you have discovered the truth, | am desirous to follow your 
example in the pursuit of it. As it was already late in the day, Sodnom 
took him into his kibitka, where he remained over night. We could 
hear in our rooms that they were reading a chapter together, out of the 
gospel. On the following morning they both came to us again, and Zu- 
rum gave us to understand, that himself, his mother, and his brother, 
with their families, were desirous of joining our company, particularly 
stipulating that their children should be instructed. We had, in the 
sequel, many conversations with him concerning faith in Jesus, as the 
ground of salvation; and as he appeared to give his assent to what he 
heard, without, however, taking the subject sufficiently to heart, we read 
and explained to him our Saviour’s parable of the sower, that he might 
understand the nature and effects of faith, and examine his own heart, 
whether he was fully intent upon enjoying the blessings of the gospel. 
We were almost led to suspect that this man had some temporal object 
in view, in seeking a connexion with us, and we took an opportunity of 
expressing to Sodnom our fears on this subject: he answered, that he 
had likewise entertained such a suspicion, and had therefore put a va- 
riety of questions to him, to discover if it really were so; but that his 
constant declaration had been, ‘ Such is my state of mind, and thus I 
wish to act, let what will be the consequence.’ Nor was he ignorant of 
the circumstances in which Sednom and ourselves were placed, as fol- 
lowers of Jesus: for he once observed, ‘All men are so embittered 
against you, that they seem as if they could tear you in pieces: but you 
remain quite tranquil. Certainly you must have some mighty protec- 
tor. On the 14th August, the two families above mentioned came to 
live near us. Sodnom immediately devoted himself to their instruction, 
and as the adults represented to him that they were no longer able to 
learn much; he gave them to understand, that if they but learnt, in the 
first instance, that they were sinful men, and stood in need of a Saviour, 
they would soon become acquainted with the rest. One day he inform- 
ed us that the wife of Zurum appeared very gloomy, neither uttering a 
word, nor changing her countenance, when he spoke. to her family con- 
cerning the way of salvation. The same day, however, he came again 
and said, ‘I shall in future be very careful how I judge a person mere- 
ly from outward appearance. This very woman has just observed to 
me, “ The delightful words which you spoke yesterday, have remained 
ever since in my mind, and when, in the course of my daily work, I 
look at the grass, I think, that likewise is a gift of our great benefactor 
and heavenly Father. !”’ 

‘* Some days after, Zurum brought us a little box, containing his idols 
and other superstitious appendages. ‘In these things,’ said he, ‘I for- 
merly placed my trust, but I have now no further occasion for them, for 
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I will rely alone on Jesus and on our Heavenly Father.’ JT make you, 
therefore, a present of them.? To the inquiry, if bis mother and wife 
were willing to part with them also, he replied: ‘ Yes, they are quite 
satisfied; only my brother’s wife gives no answer, and will neither say 
yes nor no. Not long after, Zurum missed one of his horses, and on 
riding out with his brother in search of it, the wife of the latter availed 
herself of the opportunity to make her escape. Her father had paid 
her a short visit about eight d:ys before, when, probably, the whole af- 
fair was planned. It was not, however, the first time that she had de- 
serted her husband: but this time she did not return. 

September 4th — ‘he family of Zurum was increased by an infant 
daughter; and as there was noting now to prevent our departure from 
the horde, we made preparations for its taking place on the following 
day. 

“ The Brethren Loos and Dehm remained behind for a short time, 
and Brother Schill accompanied the little company of Calmucks, ‘This 
consisted of Sodnom, his wife and five children, his brother Dschwmba, 
with his only child, Zurum, and his wife and five children, his mother 
and aunt, his brother Oeske and his child, his sister and two children of 
a deceased brother: in all, of twenty-three individuels of the Calmuck 
nation. The first day we travelled about twenty wersts, or nearly four- 
teen Englis:: miles; a long day’s journey for the smaller cattle. The 
wind drove the dust and sand in such clouds along the steppe, that we 
could scarcely see ten paces before us. In the choice of our night 
quarters three things were to be attended to: grass, watering, and tiring, 
which on the lowlands adjoining the Wolga, are always to be procured. 
Meal and Calmuck tea we carried with us, and while some were busy 
preparing the latter, others were occupied in baking cakes in the ashes, 
and dressing the meat. The latter operation could not be performed 
immediately, after the sheep or goats were slaughtered: the flesh being 
first cut into thin slices, had to be hung on the packages of the camels, 
that it might be gradually dried by the air, with the assistance of sand 
and dust, raised during the day’s journey. Our periods of rest were 
improved for mutual edification, and occasionally we allowed ourselves 
a whole day to recruit our strength. On the twelth day after our de- 
parture, we were overtaken by a subject of Prince Serbedshab, who 
demanded a camel, which as he had been informed, had followed us 
from the horde. We answered, that he was correct in his information; 
that a strange camel had followed us, but that as soon as we perceived 
it, and arrived among people who could be trusted, we delivered it to 
them in charge, till the owner should make his appearance. ‘The per- 
sons were then mentioned to him by name, and he expressed himself 
perfectly satisfied. He added, “‘ Some people told me you would keep 
the camel for your own use, but as soon as | complained to the Prince, 
he answered, ‘ Make yourself perfectly easy, and ride after them, for 
they will certainly restore the camel to you. ‘I hope indeed that Sod- 
nom will himself soon return to us.’ ” 

** As we proceeded, our company was augmented by several travell- 
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ing Calmucks. For the sake of an invalid belonging to their number, 
we rested one day extraordinary, near a village inhabited by a colony 
of Molockans, or as they call themselves, spiritual Christians. On the 
following day, as we were about to remove, two young men came to us 
from the village, and inquired whether we did not consider it sinful to 
travel on Sunday. We replied, that we would gladly avoid it, but we 
were afraid they would be dissatisfied if we remained longer than one 
day on their land. They assured us of the contrary, and invited us to 
pay them a visit, and attend their religious services. This proposal we 
were happy to accept, and spent the day very agreeably with them. 
They have no priest in their society, but edify each other, according to 
the best of their insight and ability. When they assemble, the Bible 
is read, and the Psalms of David are sung by the congregation. Sim- 
ple faith in Jesus, love to each other, and an extensive knowledge of 
the Scriptures, were characteristics of this people, which we observed 
not without surprise and edification. ‘They expressed great thankful- 
ness for the privilege they now enjoy, of reading the Scriptures with- 
out molestation: for there was a time, still remembered by many of 
their elders, when this was not the case. ‘To us it was truly pleasing 
to discover, from the tenor of the conversation which passed between 
us, concerning the way of salvation, that in heart we were one. 

** After traversing the great steppe, to a considerable distance, we de- 
scended towards the fertile and grassy plains of the Wolga, and forded 
the Aktuba. On the broad tract which divides the two rivers, we were 
once obliged to make a long day’s journey, before we could find a place 
suited to an encampment, the whole country being covered with hay- 
stacks. Fora whole day, we bad on our left the most beautiful oak 
forest, the sight of which made a lively impression upon the children, 
being the first they had ever seen. 

‘“‘ Having at length proceeded so far on our journey that it was ne- 
cessary to make preparations for crossing the Wolga, Sarepta being 
situated on the right bank, it was deemed advisable that I should go 
before the rest of our party, in order to give notice of their near ap- 
proach, and assistg the necessary arrangements. | therefore embark- 
ed with my horse dan a fishing boat, and having gained the opposite 
shore, rode on to Sarepta. It was not long before I returned with a 
boat of larger dimensions, by the help of which, in a few hours, the 
whole convoy was safely transported to their temporary place of en- 
campment, within two miles of Sarepta. This took place on Saturday, 
the 8th October, 20th October, N. S.) with gratitude to the Father of 
all mercies, after a journey of four weeks and five days. On the fol- 
lowing day, (Sunday,) the four fathers of families attended several ser- 
vices in the chapel, and the women belonging to the party were not 
long in following their example. Even before they were able to go to 
Sarepta, the visits of many Brethren and Sisters, from that congrega- 
tion, had given them a pleasing impression of the brotherly love and 
sympathy with which they were regarded; and this impression was still 
further strengthened, when they beheld nearly the whole congregation 
Von. 1. 4 
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pouring forth, during the succeeding days, to see them, and assure them 
of their affection and good wishes. 

“It was not difficult to foresee, that the new colony would not be 
able to remain long in their encampment on the bank of the Wolga. 
There they were too much exposed to the impositions and insults of 
their heathen countrymen, numbers of whom traverse this district: they 
were also likely to be in want of the needful forage for their cattle. An 
island in the Wolga, belonging to the Sarepta territory, was therefore 
allotted them for their residence. To this convenient place, they re- 
moved eight days after their first arrival wit!) us, and made the neces- 
sary arrangements for themselves and their cattle, according to their 
own customs, the Brethren, who had taken the charge of their instruc- 
tion, being provided with a wooden house to lodge in. ‘Iwo of their 
number still remained with the Choschut horde, and awaited the return 
of Brother Schill, in order to commence their journey homewards. 
The latter accordingly set out on the 19th October, with a servant and 
two carriages, and on the 25th reached the horde. With the exception 
of a few unpleasant occurrences, originating in the haughty behaviour 
of some of the chief men in the tribe, the Brethren Loos and Dehm 
had remained undisturbed; their activity was however limited to the 
instruction of children. Measures were now immediately taken for 
their departure. 

** Sodnom had written an edifyiug letter to his two brothers, who had 
remained behind with their mother, having no inclination to embrace 
the gospel, and we were besides charged with a letter of thanks, ad- 
dressed by the elders of the congregation at Sarepta, to Prince Serbed- 
shab, acknowledging his kindness to us in the earlier part of our resi- 
dence in the horde. We were desirous to have presented it to him in 
person, and expressed our obligations to him, by word of mouth, but 
unfortunately he was gone out a hunting, a diversion which occupied 
him, usually, for several weeks, at this time of the year. We there- 
fore delivered our letter to his secretary, requesting him to say the rest 
for us. We next called on the sister of the prince, whom we had oc- 
casionally visited during our residence here; butijhe excused herself, 
on the score of indisposition. It was evident enough, that many ‘of the 
people were not sorry to see us depart, but others took leave with a 
friendly ‘ farewell,’ and expressed a hope, that we should meet again. 
Our school-children were likewise not ashamed to manifest their attach- 
ment to us, and one of them, a little boy seven years old, the son of 
our former servant, begged a copy of the gospels. As he had learnt 
to read well, we complied with his request, and his parents, who had 
never shown any disposition to attend to the Scriptures, gave their con- 
sent to his accepting it. The father even accompanied us several 
wersts on our way, and at length took leave of us with tears. 

** We took our course along the public road, at this time of year but 
little frequented by the Calmucks, who, during the winter season, re- 
tire to the islands and plains of the Wolga. Those, however, who are 
possessed of very extensive herds of cattle, are obliged to seek the 
wide steppes. On account of the shortness of the days, and the occa- 
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sional rains we had to encounter, we availed ourselves, as often as we 
could, of the night also, to pursue our journey. One night we were 
overtaken by a sudden rain, succeeded by a fall of snow, and as we suf- 
fered greatly from the wet and cold, we were very thankful in the morn- 
ing, to take shelter in a village, where a caravan of sixty wagons had 
already made a halt. Here we were detained two days and a half by the 
violence of the storm, and when, at last, we ventured to pursue our 
journey in company of the caravan, we were so much impeded by the 
depth of the snow, that we did not reach the next station, before four 
o’clock iv the morning. Our toilsome pilgrimage was concluded on the 
3d November, when by God’s mercy we all arrived safe at Sarepta. 

‘« In the mean time, Sodnom had been actively engaged, and not with- 
out success, in bringing the new people to a clearer knowledge and ap- 
plication of the truths of the gospel: and even his children approved 
themselves useful assistants, by the readiness and ability they showed 
in instructing their companions in reading. ‘The two eldest children 
of Zurum read with tolerable facility, while their father and uncle are 
yet endeavouring to learn the alphabet. 

** At first we could only make visits to the island; for although our 
dwelling there was soon erected, we had to wait a considerable time be- 
fore it was sufficiently dry, the weather proving very wet and unfavour- 
able. In many respects, however, it was far from unseasonable to the 
Calmucks, for in a few days the deep snow melted away, and abundant 
forage was again. provided for the cattle. 

“The frost having returned towards the middle of December, we 
took the requisite steps for our removal to the island, which we effected 
on the 14th instant, to the great joy of our little Calmuck flock. We 
supped in Sodnom’s kibitka, and in the course of conversation he ex- 
pressed his wish, that the first meeting should be held in our house, be- 
fore we retired to rest. It gave us pleasure that he was beforehand 
with us in making this proposal. We accordingly repaired thither, and 
with the exception of the youngest children and Zurum’s sick wife, all 
united in prayer, thanking the Lord for this place of shelter, commend- 
ing ourselves to His merciful protection, and beseeching Him to let us 
feel His presence, whenever met in His name, and to grant ys a bless- 
ing from the fulness of His grace. We likewise implored Him, to visit 
in mercy all the tribes of the Calmuck nation, especially those among 
whom we had hitherto laboured, as well as the individuals whom we 
might meet with in this neighbourhood. Our little service was con- 
cluded with the singing of some verses; after which, our people re- 
turned in stillness to their several homes, and we laid ourselves down 
to rest, in the enjoyment of the peace of God, which passeth all under- 
standing. 

‘** Having thus made a commencement of our family worship, we con- 
tinued to meet for edification. Every evening we read some portion of 
the gospels or the Acts of the Apostles, and endeavoured to explain 
and apply it to the hearts of the hearers. Sometimes we conversed 
with them individually or collectively in a familiar manner, and thereby - 

became better acquainted with the progress they were making in the 
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knowledge of eternal things. The wife of Zurum was occasionally pre- 
sent, at her own request. Once, when Brother F.oos visited her, she 
complained to him, that she was not able to attend as often as she wish- 
ed. Her son immediately observed, that she was not likely to benefit 
much by attendance; the word of God was as yet too unintelligible to 
her. To this she replied; ‘ That is indeed true, yet I always hear it 
with pleasure.’ Sodnom was likewise in the habit of reading a chap- 
ter every morning in his kibitka, when there was usually one or other 
person belonging to the other three families present. 

“Our intercourse with strange Calmucks wes much restricted, but 
even this intergourse made their enmity to the gospel but too evident. 
When they happened to meet any of our people on the road to Sarep- 
ta, they seldom failed to accost them with opprobrious epithets, and me- 
naces. Sometimes tiey called out to them, ‘ Only come next spring 
into the open country, and we wi!l soon find means to diminish the 
number of your cattle.? A fellow once addressed Sodnom thus: ‘ Are 
you the wretch that has forsaken our religion? As soon as we can find 
you in a convenient place, your life will be the forfeit of this act.’ 
When they reported to us these speeches, we did not fail to remind 
them, that persecution was what the followers of Jesus had to expect, 
and that instead of being daunted by it, they should only redouble their 
prayers for the salvation of their deluded countrymen. 

“ After these occurrences, we were not a little surprised to bear from 
a Gellong, that he was desirous of forsaking heathenism, and removing 
to us with his mother and sister. He lives «bout twenty English miles 
from Sarepta, and is nearly relxted to Zurum. According to our inva- 
riable custom, the importunce of the step he was about to take, and the 
difficulties attending it, were fuithiully set before him; as |e remained, 
however, steadfast in his determination, and seemed to have counted 
the cost, we referred his «pplication to our Brethren at Sarepta. 

‘‘ He was twice with us over night, and once attended our meeting. 
We afterwards had some convers«tion with him, concerning the ground 
of our faith in Jesus, as the Author of our salvation. In the course of 
this conversation, Zurum expressed a doubt, probably in consequence 
of something that the Gellong had said, whether the Jatter was suffi- 
ciently in earnest about the one ti.ing needful. He seemed rather burt, 
at finding that any suspicion existed on this subject, upon which Zurum 
continued as follows: ‘ When I was first made attentive to the word of 
God, a short sentence out of a tract was made the means of much bless- 
ing tome. It was as follows: ‘ Like a sheep pursued by a wolf, I come 
to Thee, my Jesus, as the good Shepherd, and entreat of Thee, that 
Thou wouldst grant me a share in Thy grace and mercy.” We must 

not be satisfied with the mere knowledge of Divine truths, but we 
should seek to experience their power, and enjoy the comfort they con- 
vey. If your heart is indeed sincere, you will be above all things de- 
sirous after this enjoyment: but if ti,is desire is not yet excited, the im- 
pression you may have received will die away, as the seed sown on 
stony ground, after the sun has scorched it. In ourselves, we are not 
wise; it is the word of God that alone makes us so; and then for the 
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sake of Jesus, we are willing to suffer all things, and are full of confi- 
dence, in spite of all opposers.’ 

** We were all surprised at the energetic declaration of this man, 
who is in gengral of so retired a character; the Gellong, however, did 
not seem to comprehend how any doubt could arise concerning the re- 
ality of his convictions. He left us on the following day, promising 
shortly to return: but we saw no more of him, much to our regret. 

“« As we were prevented, by the swelling of the river, from attend- 
ing with our children the celebration of Christmas Eve at Sarepta, we 
were thankful that we were enabled, by the kindness of some Brethren 
and Sisters, to gratify tiem in another way, by dividing among them 
some little presents. 

“In the course of the evening we assembled, and after reading to 
them the history of the birth of Christ, we offered fervent supplications 
and thanksgivings to that Saviour, who came into this world to seek 
and save that which was lost. The striking circumstance, that the glad 
tidings of great joy were first communicated to shepherds abiding in 
the fields of Bethlehem, proved especially encouraging to us, and ex- 
cited in us the earnest wish and prayer, that the poor nation of shep- 
herds, among whom we dwell, might, in like manner, be called to the 
enjoyment of this great salvation, and be rendered willing to obey the 
heavenly message. 

“Our Calmuck flock had long expresed a desire to celebrate the fes- 
tival of Christmas day, with the congregation at Sarepta, and we glad- 
ly lent our aid for the attainment of this object. Various difficulties, 
arising from the state of the weather, and the quantity of drift ice in 
the river, were cheerfully encountered by them, so that they might be 
present at the public morning service in the chapel. Although they 
were unable to understand much of what was said, the impression made 
upon their minds by the solemnity itself, as well as the perception of 
the presence of God, in which they evidently participated, were such 
as to excite us to thankfulness, On our return to the island we edified 
each other by the contemplation of that great mystery of godliness, 

God was manifest in the flesh; and after a lively and simple-hearted con- 
versation on this blessed subject, concluded the festival by singing 
hymns of praise to our incarnate God and Saviour. Several of our 
people likewise attended the solemnities of the 31st. Thus ended a 
year most remarkable to us all! Our hearts were bowed down before 
the Lord, who had borne so long with us, and hitherto led us in so won- 
derful, yet so gracious a manner. To Him we brought our tribute of 
thanks and adoration, committing ourselves into His faithful hands, and 
beseeching Him to lead, form, and make use of us, according to His 
good pleasure, and for the advancement of His glorious kingdom, 
among the inhabitants of the earth. 
“ Joun GortTFRiIED SCHILE, 
“ Joun Gorriies Loos, 
“ Curistian Deum.” 
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Missionary Accounts contained in Letters from various Stations. 


WEST INDIES. 
Sr. KITTS. 
Extiact of a Letter from Brother Joun Jouansen. 


‘* Basseterre, May 13th, 1824. 

‘** Dear Brotuer—I am glad to be again able to inform you of the 
prosperity of this Mission, and that it has pleased the Lord our Saviour 
to lay His blessing upon the preaching of the word of the Cross, It 
was on the Cross that true and spiritual liberty was procured for lost 
and perishing sinners, which is indeed of infinite value to the souls of 
men. ‘Thanks be to the Lord, that here many are seeking to be deli- 
vered from the yoke and bondage of sin and Satan, which, if it be truly 
effected by the power of God our Saviour, will make men contented 
and happy in every situation of life. This we can say with regard to 
most of the negroes under our particular care. We had the usual 
meeting on the Sunday after Easter, with such as had been baptized, 
received, and become partakers of the Holy Communion, since Easter 
last year. At Basseterre, 26 adults baptized, 107 received, and 72 ad- 
mitted to the communion, attended. At Bethesda, about 158. They 
were addressed ina discourse, exhorting them to be faithful to the Lord, 
to obey His word, and to prove by their walk and conversation that 
they were brought from darkness to light, and from the power of Satan 
to God. Both these congregations increase in number, especially the 
latter, insomuch that it has become too great a charge for one mission- 
ary; the more so, as we were invited last year to preach on an estate 
called Lavington, thirteen miles from Basseterre, but only eight from 
Bethesda. If, therefore, two missionaries were at Bethesda, that place 
might be better and more regularly cared for. The attorney, at whose 
request we began to attend to the instruction of the negroes at Laving- 
ton, would give every assistance. I was there on Good Friday, and had 
the pleasure to see more than 200 negroes assembled, with several white 
people, who were very attentive to the reading of the history of our 
Lord’s sufferings, and to the discourse delivered to them. Our chapels 
at Basseterre and Bethesda, were, both on that day and on Easter Sun- 
day, so much crowded that numbers were ebliged to stand without, and 
we trust that many will have received an abiding impression of what 
our Saviour has done and suffered to redeem us, and that some may be 
gained for Him, to increase the reward for the travail of His soul. 

“Since the commencement of this year, six adults have been bap- 
tized, twenty received into the congregation, nineteen admitted to the 
Lord’s Supper, and eighty-three added to the candidates for baptism. 

As most of the negroes are now, by order of their proprietors, baptized 
by the clergy of the Established Church, the number of those baptized 
by us, appears smaller than formerly. 

** As to our health, [ am thankful to be able to mention that we are 
hotb tolerably well, and I trust it will please the Lord to grant me suf- 
ficient strength, to remain a little longer active in His service here. in 
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which I so much delight. My fellow-labourers join in best salutations 
to you, the Society for the Furtherance of the Gospel, and all friends 
and well-wishers to the Mission.—I am, &c. 


“JOHN JOHANSEN.” 


From Brother W. F. Sautrer. 
* Basseterre, August 2d, 1824. 

‘We have received a pressing invitation to extend our Missionary 
labours to Palmetto Point and Middle Island, which is a very populous 
district. But even if Brethren could be found to supply a third mis- 
sionary station, the very great expense which attended the formation of 
the settlement at Bethesda, has alarmed us so much that we must de- 
cline the kind offer of the gentlemen who are interested in it. Yet we 
send you the proposal, and pray that the Lord may direct all things ac- 
cording to His gracious purpose. 

“We have every reason to be thankful for the favour we enjoy in 
this island, being permitted to visit all the estates, and attend to the du- 
ties of our calling, without the slightest interruption. Of many souls 
in our congregation, we may truly say, that they love the Lord Jesus 
Christ in sincerity. The congregations increase not only in number, 
but in grace; and the presence of God is perceptible in our assemblies, 
which are generally well attended. We hold fast to the word of the 
Cross, and preach the doctrine of our Saviour’s sufferings, death, and 
atonement, as the only ground of our justification. Nor are evidences 
wanting of true Christian faith among our people. They devote them- 
selves as a living sacrifice to Him by whom their souls have been saved 
from destruction. Thus, amidst a sense of our insufficiency and infir- 
mity, we are graciously supported and encouraged to proceed in the 
work committed to us, as unworthy servants in the Lord’s house. 

*‘ Yesterday, we had a very lively and blessed prayer day, on which 
59 persons attained to new privileges in the congregation, 5 were bap- 
tized, 12 received, 9 readmitted, and 33 added to the candidates. We 
rejoice to hear that an assistant in this mission may soon be expected 
to arrive with us, and commend ourselves to the remembrance and 
prayers of all our Brethren and friends in England and elsewhere. 


“W.F.SAUTTER.’ 


ANTIGUA. 
From Brother C. F. Ricurer. 

“St. John’s, July 6th, 1824, 
* Dear Brotuer—I believe I informed you in my last of Brothe: 
Ellis’s departure for Jamaica. We could not well spare him, but op- 
portunities occur so seldom, that we thought it our duty to avail our- 

selves of that which just then presented itself. 
* Brother Procop, who not long ago arrived with us from St. Kitts, is 
in a very weak state of health. and seems but slowly to regain his for 
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mer strength. His willingness is not diminished, and both he and his 
wife are happy among us, but at present he is tou weak to take much 
share in the labour. 

“The negroes in this island are quiet. hey are not ignorant of 
what passes at home. But if any compliin, we admonish them to be 
patient, and to be faithful in the service of their owners, ‘Che receipt 
of the Periodical Accounts and Missionary Register gave us much plea- 
sure. By these we are kept in connexion with all ovr Brethren and 
fellow-labourers in all parts of the globe. 

* The Lord yet vouchsafes to bless our labour, and grants us to in- 
crease both in number and grace. Last Sunday, being our praver day, 
58 adults were baptized at St. John’s, 13 at Cedarhall, and 72 added to 
the classes of candidstes in these two places. On these occasions, our 
chapels could not bold the auditories, and doors and windows were 
crowded. Many new comers have been powerfully awakened by the 
gospel. Among the last was a woman who was often heard to speak 
very spitefully against us and our meetings, declaring that she would 
never go to Spring-garden church, (as they commonly call our chapel 
at St. John’s;) but now she has quite changed her mind. 

“With our schools we proceed slowly, but do what we can. We 
have from time to time a small increase. We cannot do as much as 
those of other denominations, who have more men and means at com- 
mand. Our friend the Rev. Mr. Luccock, labours »t present in Mont- 
serrat, with the blessing of God upon his work. Before he went thither 
a Roman Catholic priest arrived in that island. Here in Antigua, there 
is no clergyman of that church. We all unite in cordial salutations to 
you and all our Brethren and friends in Europe. 

«C, F. RICHTER.” 


CAPE OF GOOD HOPE. 


Extract of Letiers from Brother Aucust CLeMeEns. 

“© Groenekloof, April 27th, 1824. 

* Dear Broruer—From our diary of the year 1823, you will be made 
acquainted with the state of this congregation. ‘Though, as long as we 
are in this world, trials and troubles will not be wanting, and the devil, 
our adversary, is always on the watch to disturb the work of God, and 
endeavouring to seduce those who have set their faces Zionward, to re- 
turn to the broad road that leadeth to destruction, yet we have much 
cause for thankfulness, that the Son of God, who came to destroy the 
works of the devil, and is infinitely more powerful than the enemy, de- 
fends and protects all those who put their trust in Him, and who desire 
not only to escape from the wrath to come, but to walk in conformity to 
the word and precepts given by our Saviour. Of this we have also in 
the year past had encouraging instances. [np regard to externals, we 
give thanks to our heavenly Father, that He has granted us « good har- 
vest, by which our present wants are well supplied. The vintage turn- 
ed out rather short, but wine, our usual beverage, is at present cheap 
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lhe damage: done by the floods has been repaired, and our premises 
have been again put into good order. We feel the most lively grati- 
tude toward our worthy English friends and benefactors, for the liberal 
assistance they have afforded us by which they have enabled us to ac- 
complish this undertaking. May God abundantly bless them for it. 
“The Royal Commissioners, who have visited this colony, have oc- 
casioned a considerable sensation among its inhabitants, and we do nat 
know what changes may take place. Here we remain quiet, enjoy the 
protection of our rulers, and the good will of our neighbours, for which 
we are truly thankful. May the Lord by His Spirit teach, and by His 
power enable us to regulate our whole conduct by His word, that our 
profession and practice may agree and redound to the glory of His 
name. We commend ourselves and our Hottentot congregation in this 
view, to the prayers of all our Brethren and friends. With cordial sa- 
lutations to the Society for the Furtherance of the Gospel, 1 remain 
ever, &c. A. CLEMENS.” 


Extract of Letters from Brother J. H. Scumirt. 


** Enon, February 13th, 1824. 

‘* Dear Brotner—Yesterday, being your birth-day, I was frequently 
with you in spirit, and the remembrance of our consultations on that 
day, eight years ago, when we met at Groenekloof to confer about the 
projected journey into the interior, was quite lively and fresh in my 
mind. We then spoke of the country in which we now reside, and of 
the means by which we might form a third settlement, and preach the 
gospel to the inhabitants of these parts. We now may rejoice together 
at the result of our deliberations, because we have sufficient proof, that 
the Lord our Saviour approved and blessed our feeble attempt, and pro- 
nounced His fiat upon the proposed establishment. May He continue 
to bless you and all you undertake in His name, and grant you health 
and strength for many years to come. 

‘Enon has increased greatly within these last six years, and in fu- 
ture years you may expect a further increase. May the power of the 
word of the Cross be made manifest in it, and every one of its inhabi- 
tants know the Lord, as his Saviour and Redeemer. The door is no- 
where shut against us in this country. There sre many Hottentots liv- 
ing in it, particularly in the neigiibourhood of Graaf Reynet, and many 
of them wish to receive religious instruction; but hitherto they : ave 
not been able to leave their masters, and have no opportunity to hear 
the gospel. 

““Changes have taken place, and more changes are expected, by 
which the power of the boors over the Hottentots wi.l be lessened, and 
their actual slavery cease. ‘The King’s Commissioners have been very 
active in the execution of their commission, and obtained a good insight 
into the rea] state of things. On the first of this month they paid a 
visit to this place, and we were very glad to have an opportunity of 
making them acquainted with the whole external and internal state of 


the settlement. They attended the public service in the chapel, asked 
Vou. u 5 
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many questions concerning the Hottentots, entered into every particu- 
lar of their situation here, and appeared well satisfied with the answers 
they received. When they took leave they left a present of seventy 
dollars for the poor. Since the commencement of the year, twenty 
new people have come to reside here. They are chiefly from the dis- 
trict of Graaf Reynet. Our temporary chapel is much too small, and 
it is highly necessary that we should think of building one more spa- 
cious, in prospect of an increase of hearers, for which there are the 
best hopes. Can you recommend this subject to our friends in England? 
I hope we do not ask too much. Building a new church will not be so 
expeditiously managed here, as during your stay at Groenekloof, and 
we must have a little patience; but it need not be as handsome a build- 
ing as that at Groenekloof. 

*¢ We have cause to rejoice over the general state of our congrega- 
tion, and more particularly over that of the communicants, of whom we 
have 60. The number of inhabitants, old and young, is 277. Since 
the beginning of 1823, nineteen adults and eleven children have been 
baptized, and eight received into the congregation. 

‘© Our people have had good crops from their gardens, and we rejoice 
to see them reap the benefit of their diligence. We are now repairing 
the mill, and rebuilding the upper story. ‘he works are so far finished 
that we cap again grind our own corn. I hope soon to hear that you 
have been able to procure iron pipes for us. They are highly needful, 
and I doubt not but you will do your best. 

“The weather during this summer is excessively hot, and we have 
had some dreadful storms of thunder and lightning, but not much rain. 
With cordial salutations, I remain ever, &c. &c. 

“J. H. SCHMITT.” 


Extract of Letters from Sister A. Scumirt. 


“February 12th, 1824, 

* T wish that you could see the improved state of this place, of which, 
eight years ago, when we were conversing at Groenekloof on the prac- 
ticability of procuring a third settlement in this country, we could not 
have formed any notion. I should rejoice to be witness of the pleasure 
you would experience. It is true, the late floods lave in some degree 
diminished the beauty of the place, by carrying away so many fine 
trees, which stood alongside the river, but yet the scenery remains very 
fine. My husband sends you two views of the settlement, taken by an 
officer, a friend of ours, and I hope you will sonn receive them. This 
gentleman showed great kindness, both to us and our Hottentots, when 
we were fugitives in the barracks at Uitenhage, in 1819. 

“February 22d.—The last letter | reesived from you was dated from 
Gracehill in Ireland, August 14th, 1823. I believe my husband, in his 
letters to you, and your son, has mentioned‘every thing of importance, 
but as I know there 1s nothing so minute concerning this mission, but 
is interesting to you, | will send you some gleanings. 

“ First, I am happy to tell you, that, now the harvest is over, corn is 
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much cheaper than was expected. It seems, that in some parts of the 
colony, the mildew has been more destructive than in our own neigh- 
bourhood. Our gardens, thunk God, have yielded plentifully. The 
Hottentots have reaped considerable crops of Indian corn, beans, and 
some Caflre corn, (a large species.) ‘Their earnings are likewise better 
than last year. The women earn a good deal by gathering gum from 
the thorn-bush, (mimosa,) and sell it at Uitenhage for two shillings per 
pound. ‘Those who have not the means of conveying it to that place, 
bring it to us, and to encourage them in industry, we take it at the same 
price, hoping that we may find an opportunity of selling it without loss. 
An apothecary assured us that its quality is as good as that of gum 
Arabic. 

“<[ believe that the visit of the Commissioners to Africa, will do much 
good. ‘They were not satisfied with superficial information, but went 
to the bottom of things, and paid as much attention to the evidence of 
Hottentots, as to that of white people. ‘They expressed satisfaction at 
all they saw at Enon, and only wished that the children might learn to 
write, and that the school room might be fitted up with ‘desks. Of 
course we shall improve, but with us all is yet a beginning. With my 
sewing school they seemed pleased, spoke in a friendly way with the 
children, and admonished them to be obedient and thankful for the 
pains taken to instruct them. They likewise purchased some of their 
needlework, which they would send to England, as specimens of what 
the 'ottentot girls at Enon could do, and left two boxes of needles 
with me, to bestow as rewards to the most industrious. Mr. Von Bu- 
chenrode, (whom you saw at Uitenhage,; travels with them as inter- 
preter, but here they referred to my husband and me, and likewise con- 
versed with some Hottentots, who could answer them in English. You 
will be glad to hear that the Caffres begin much to wish that the gos- 
pel might be preached in their land. God grant that what they pro- 
fess may be sincere. My husband and I intend, in a few days, to go to 
Graham’s Town, to visit the members of our congregation who are in 
the Cape regiment. They have frequently expressed a wish that they 
might be visited oftener, as they can but seldom get leave of absence toe 
come to us. A few weeks ago, a sad accident happened at Graham’s 
Town. One side of a stable fell down in the night on the men and 
horses, when three young men, of the last recruits from Gnadenthal, 
were killed, and a fourth wounded; the rest escaped unhurt. 

* The clothing we received last October was indeed a very welcome 
present. We had the pleasure to clothe thirty-one poor children, and 
to distribute a portion among the poorer class of adults. They all ex- 
pressed great gratitude, and begged us to thank the good friends in En- 
gland most cordially. 

“‘ There is here a report, that the country taken in the late war from 
the Caffres is to be restored to them, and that the Great Fish River is 
to be again the boundary. 

‘** We are blest at present with better health than we ever enjoyed in 
Africa. Commending this place and congregation to the kind remem- 
brance and prayers of all our friends, we remain, &c. 

* A. SCHMITT.” 
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Extract of Letters from Brother Joun LemMerz. 
‘** Enon, February 10th, 1824. 

* Dear Brotuer—I always feel happy, when | hear, from your let- 
ters to Brother Schmitt, that you are well. As for us, we are favoured 
with a continuation of good health, short ailments excepted, owing 
chiefly to the excessive heat in summer. 

“The weather is now so fruitful, that we cannot be thankful enough 
for it. Both in our garden, and in those of our Hottentots, every kind 
of fruit is in the best state. Last year they raised 1500 pumpkins, and 
there is every appearance of as good a crop this year. The damage 
done by the inundation last year is nearly repaired, and our mill is again 
at work. The mildew has indeed done great mischief to the corn; we 
have however reaped at the rate of five sacks to one, sown on Strubel’ s 
place. About Gnadenthal, the whole crop is ruined by the mildew, but 
at Groenekloof they have been spared. 

‘Two months ago, two English missionaries arrived here, ona visit. 
They had no fears about returning to Caffraria, though there was a com- 
pany of soldiers and armed farmers ready to march into that country, 
to recover stolen cattle. ‘Two of our men accompanied them as driver 
and leader. One of them can speak the Caffre language. When they 
arrived at a place where an English missionary had already collected a 
congregation, of whom five are baptized, about two hundred Caffres 
were there, by which our Hottentots were not a little alarmed. But 
their fears soon subsided. The Caffres begged the missionaries to stay 
with them, and declared to our people, that they erdently desired to have 
an opportunity to hear the word of God. From this and other circum- 
stances we begin to think, that the time of visitation for that nation is 
approaching. Gladly would we see some of our brethren going into 
Caffraria to bring the gospe] to those poor benighted heathen. 

‘“‘ As for our congregation here, we may assert with truth, that it in- 
creases both in number and grace, and it seems that the Lord will make 
Enon a gathering-place for His Church in the wilderness. On New- 
year’s day, three children, and on Epiphany, (January 6th,) two adults 
were baptized. The latter festival was indeed made a day of rejoicing, 
by the presence of our Lord and Saviour in all our meetings. 

* There are 38 boys and 36 girls in our schools. ‘They «ttend dili- 
gently, and seem to learn with pleasure. We are in great want of 
books. The Bible Society at Capetown, sent us, some time ago, fifty 
Dutch Testaments, but none of them are left. I am sorry that none of 
the books you mention in your letter have arrived with us. The Royal 
Commissioners wished our children might be taught writing, and the 
sc/ool to be furnished with desks. I represented to them that by de- 
grees we hoped to have the means of fulfilling their wishes. At present 
I am most anxious to get a supply of Dutch Bibles, and Dutch school 
books; primers, spelling books, &c. Help us to pray that our dear chil- 
dren may not only learn to read, and improve in otber arts, but that 
they may in early years attend to the faithful instruction afforded them, 
and give their hearts to their Saviour, and learn to walk in His ways, 
Being appointed to the special charge of the school, I wish to make the 
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spiritual welfare of these little ones a particular subject of your inter- 
cession. I remain ever, &c. &c. 


“ JOHN LEMMERZ.” 


Extract of Letters from Brother Hans Peter Hatuseck. 
* Gnadenthal, April 29th, 1824. 

** Dear Broruer—The journey to Sandvonteyn, of which I inform- 
ed you in my last, has not been undertsken in vain; for, as we are 
known to be looking out for a proper situation, where we might make 
another settlement, we have had several offers made to us. One of 
them appeared so eligible in various points of view, that we are se- 
riously considering of the purchase, and I will now endeavour to give 
you some account of it. 

* Between Cape Aiguillas and Kleinberg, as marked in your map,) 
there are two small rivers, the largest of which is called New-yesr’s 
River. Some time ago we were informed, that a farm, called Vogel- 
struys-kraal, situated on that river, about eleven miles’ ride on horse- 
back from Gnadedthal, and two hours’ ride from the coast, was ‘or sale 
at a reasonable price. As we had long wished to diminish the number 
of inhabitants at Gnadenthal, by the formation of another settlement, 
the place, as described to us by our friends, appeared a very suitable 
situation for it. I therefore went with Brother Stein to see it, and am 
happy to state that the expectation which we had formed in conse- 
quence of the statements made, were fully realized. The neighbour- 
hood seems exactly what we could wish. All the surrounding colonists 
appear friendly to the undertaking, and wish to see us settled there, 
both for their own and for their dependents’ sake. The Hottentots will 
find work in the immediate neighbourhood, since ]sbouring bands are 
scarce in those parts. At no great distance there is a large saltpan, 
yielding from 2000 to 25 0 sacks per year, where every one, on taking 
out a proper license, may be supplied. The nearness of the sea is an- 
other advantage. We saw the farm at the driest season, but found a 
sufficient quantity of water for irrigation. ‘The valley has also good 
garden ground, and other facilities. We felt ourselves, therefore, jus- 
tified in recommending the purchase. Our government bas likewise 
given permission, and encourages our making the proposed new settle- 
ment, and we have therefore preliminarily agreed to become the pur- 
chasers, though the smallness of our number creates some difficulties. 
Yet we thought we should not do right to suffer so desiruble an oppor- 
tunity to slipaway. We must endeavour to make shift, till we receive 
more assistants from Europe; for [ am sorry to add, that Brother Bein- 
breck is so ill of a dropsical complaint, that I fear be will bardly be 
alive when this reaches you. 

“J arrived here from Capetown on Tuesday, in the Passion-week, 
and had the pleasure to celebrate the festival season with our congrega- 
tion. I do not remember ever to have been blessed with more spiritual 
enjoyment than in those ‘ great days,’ as the Hottentots call the Pas- 
sion-week, Good Friday, and the Easter holidays, Nor was this my 
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particular feeling only, but that of all my fellow-iabourers, and indeed 
of the whole congregation; all agreeing that for many years we have 
not had so blessed a festival. O what a great comfort is it, to be thus 
refreshed and strengthened anew, amidst all the trials and troubles of 
this life. Six adults were baptized, nine received into the congrega- 
tion, and twenty-one appointed candidates for the Lord’s Supper. On 
Sunday after Easter, the communicants bore ample testimony to what 
I have just observed respecting tie Passion-week. 

“7 left the missionaries at Groenekloof all well on the 12th instant. 
Brother Leitner and his wife were likewise well at Heme! en A-rde, 
and their labours are blessed with success. From Enon ! have had no 
late news. A few days ago, another recruiting officer prid us a visit, 
and leaving his recruits here, proceeded to Groenekloof.” 


In a letter to Brother Peter Latrobe, Brother Hallbeck adds the fol- 
lowing: 

* May 14th, 1824. 

“After going through the necessary forms, and by the friendly as- 
sistarice of the chief magistrate in our ueighbourhood, Mr. 'Tesselaar, 
a mecting was fixed on the 12th of May, on Steenbock river, in the 
neighbourhood of Caledon, between me and the owner of Vogelstruys- 
kraal, when the purchase was made, and the place regularly made over 
to us. 

“For the success of this important undertaking, we solicit the 
prayers of all our Brethren and friends to the cause, and, as you may 
easily imagine, are continually looking up to the Throne of Grace for 
support and guidance in all we undertake in this concern. There is no 
timber on the spot, though great facility exists for making plantations 
and groves. | hope we may, therefore, from the beginning set the Hot- 
tentots to building walled cottages. 

** Brother Leitner was here a day or two ago, and delighted us with 
an account of tiie blessing which it pleases the Lord to lay upon the 
preaching of the gospel, among the poor lepers at Hemel en Aarde 
Next Sunday five adults will be baptized in that institution. 

“The recruiting officer has not returned to us as yet. The seven- 
teen recruits he left here have behaved themselves very well, and at- 
tend regularly at church. May the Lord open their hearts to receive 


the gospel for their salvation. H. P. HALLBECK.” 





BIOGRAPHY 


OF BROTHER JOHN HENRY DANKE. 
Who departed this life at Cairo in Egypt, October 6, 1772. 
(CONTINUED FROM THE LAST NUMBER.) 


The priests occasionally invited me to dine with them, in order to be- 
come more intimately acquainted with me. Dining one day with 
Kummus Ibrahim, in company with several Copts, the former introdu- 
ced the subject concerning the various religious denominations and 
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opinions in Christendom and hoped I would give them a detailed ac- 
count of them. Instead of that, I briefly declared, that I knew but one 
holy universal christian church, consisting exclusively of living mem- 
bers of Christ’s body. ‘To this church the holy spirit adds all poor 
sinners, who being burdened by their depravity, do most cordially de- 
sire to be saved, not by works, but solely by grace, through the merits 
of Jesus. Let such characters belong to any religious denomination 
they please, they are the sheep of Jesus Christ and himself, their shep- 
herd, feeds them daily and gives unto them eternal life. Speaking fur- 
ther of the love of Jesus, my heart grew warm and I could not refrain 
from shedding tears. ‘The priest looking «t the rest, said: “O my 
dear friends, what words do we hear! God be merciful to us sinners.” 
The wife of the priest stood at the door with some other women and 
listened. But now she entered and grasped my band, and said: Mas- 
ter abide with us! Such a teacher has never been here yet. God will 
give us grace to follow your words.” 

Juhanna, a priest, once took me across Joseph’s creek, to the town 
of Benesse to visit some Copts living there. [embraced this oppor- 
tunity of speaking seriously to several and directing their attention to 
the main gospel point; but it seemed to make no impression upon them. 
On assuring them, that it grieved me exceedingly to see them treating 
the most important and most astonishing matters with indifference, they 
asked the priest: “‘ Why do you not teach us the same doctrine?” He 
replied: “ Do not ask me that; but he that now hath ears to hear, let 
him hear.” 

The same priest, some time after visited me with Abdel Melak, with 
whom I had had several previous conversations, and who had once left 
me in disgust. ‘They now declared, unanimously: “ We have bound 
ourselves, in the presence of Jesus, from henceforth to follow the words 
you deliver, and which contain truths precious to our hearts. We will 
live and die with you and the people to whom you belong, in the faith 
founded upon Christ’s blood and death.—That was more than I had ex- 
pected to hear, but withall something highly gratifying. We remained 
together till late at night, and the Saviours presence was most comfort- 
ably felt among us. At parting, I exhorted tem not to rest in tran- 
sient impressions, which oo doubt the Holy spint had created; but to 
pray, that Christ crucified might become sole possessor of their hearts. 
They then repeatedly exclaimed: “Yes, yes, Brother, the Lamb of 
God, shall have our hearts entire.”>— Notwithstanding all this however, 
this priest frequently wavered in his opinion, as though all his past ex- 
perience had been nothing. At one time he even denied the all suffi- 
ciency of the merits of Christ. This grieved me exceedingly; but on 
the other hand I had a chance of knowing him more intimately. He 
was himself thereby led to examine his heart more closely, so that he 
soon felt sorry for the above declaration. A few days after, he called 
again and said: “ My heart is troubled. Like Peter I denied; but like 
Peter I will also tarn. O,Brother forgive me for Christ’s sake and 
further favour me with your fellowship and conversation.”—None was 
more rejoiced over him and none more ready to forgive him, than I; 
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but at the same time I affectionately and seriously cautioned him to 
watch over his own heart and to cleave close to the Saviour. The 
time of my departure drawiug near, he said: ‘O how I dread the idea 


that now you will soon leave us. 


Who will then shew us the way to 


the Saviour?” I replied, “God, the Holy spirit will shew to each of 
you, who is truly concerned for Jesus and Him alone, the shortest way; 
for he is the best teacher.”—A young Silversmith too, from a particular 
circumstance took occasion to form an acquaintance with me. ‘‘ Mas- 
ter, said he, I have been in a company to day, where you were much 
the topic of conversation; but being merely a tacit hearer | held my 
peace. A priest, who was present and who is not very partial to you, 
said to me: “ How is it, that you have nothing to say; are you per- 
haps one of this John’s disciples?” On being thus interrogated, I felt a 
particular affection stirring in my heart towards you. [I boldly an- 
swered the question in the aflirmative and immediately went my way. 
fam now come to inform you that I mean henceforth to attend to 
your admonitions.” I exhorted him to give himself up to Jesus and to 


follow His precepts. 


I often found a difficulty in rectifying the good opinion some people 
had conceived of me and to make them understand, that I was nothing 
in myself, and that all that grace had effected in me must be solely as- 


cribed to that source. 


The abovementioned chief priest, once intro- 


duced a Monk to me, in these words: “ Here you see a holy man one 
like yourself.” I replied: “I am a poor sinner and know of no other 
sanctity, but what daily accrues to me from the meritorious sacrifice 
of Jesus, He that turns the virtue thereof to advantage, and from it, 
daily and hourly derives whatsoever is essential to a good life, he is 
holy indeed.” The Monk however did not choose to dilate further 
upon this point. At times too, people expected me to work miracles 
for them. An old woman once said to me: ‘ Master report says you 


are a very holy man. 


I have been sick now these 8 years; pray over 


me, that my health may be restored; I will reward you witha real 
(or rix dollar).” I replied: “Ifyou desire the cure of your soul, I can 
recommend to you an excellent physician, viz: Jesus of N»zareth, who 


has shed His blood for you. 


If you suffer Him to purify you from 


your sins, it is likely He may also restore your body to health, if He 
sees fit.’ But the woman turned a deaf ear to my admonition. 


A short time previous, the justice of the village, Michael Bashara, 
had been sick. [had given him some medicine and through the Sa- 


vieur’s blessing he had become convalescent. 


This event raised me 


greatly in the opinion of the villagers, who were loath to loose the man. 
He too it was, who by his godly walk and conversation, added much 
to my comfort and encouragement, while the conduct of others convin- 
ced me, that my expectations concerning them had been raised too 
high. Considering the arduousness of the charge imposed upon him, 
his constancy and fidelity in following Christ, appeared the more re- 
markable. Being Ali Bey’s secretary and collector, it became his duty 


frequently, accompanied by several Turkish soldiers, to travel through 
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the surrounding district, for the purpose of collecting the taxes. If 
he were not so liberal to the poor, he would be avery able man. The 
number of paupers is very considerable in this village, and he has dai- 
ly 20 of the most destitute dine with him at his table. This man’s 
discernment into the spirit of the gospel, together with his practical 
experience, proved a great help to me in my conversations with the 
other Copts; for he would very frequently and powerfully corroborate 
my testimony by his own. Conversing one day with several about 
fasting and prayer, he presently took the lead and said: “ Dearly be- 
loved! can it be requisite that we should conduce any thing towards 
our salvation by our fasting, since Christ has performed all that was 
essential to our happiness? O let us become believers in him, and no 
longer destroy His merits by our works. And as for prayer, continu- 
ed be, I now can offer up no other prayer but this: My Saviour thou 
Son of God and man, who hast shed thy blood and laid down thy life 
for my sins, have mercy on me. While | am thus engaged, I often 
feel His presence so powerfully as though I heard bim say: Ask of me 
what thou wilt and [ will give thee all. Then I reply inturn: I desire 
nought but thee.” The Copts had hitherto, in all my conversations with 
them, never touched upon that doctrinal point, which had occasioned 
their separation from the genera] church. ‘They now he~ ver sought 
to introduce it. [ pretended not to hear them; but Michael Bashara 
being present and wishing to have my opinion on the subject, I could 
not avoid giving some kind of reply to the question proposed. It con- 
cerned the divine and human nature of Jesus, whether at the time of 
his incarnation, both had been united in one or not? I replied by ask- 
ing Michael: ‘ Do you believe that Jesus Christ is the true God? He 
answered yes; He is the eternal word, by whom all things were made 
and without him was not any thing made that was made.” True said 
I; and do you believe that Jesus Christ is very man?” Answer “ yes,” 
‘© Well then, continued I, more I do not know, neither do I desire to 
know more; but it is better for me, daily and hourly to ponder this 
great subject in my heart, which is past all understanding, that my 
God, moved by his everlasting love to me a miserable sinner, became 
man in order to deliver me by His bitter sufferings and death, 
from that curse, under which with the whole world, [ lay groaning,” 
Michael then said: ‘‘O Brother; that is sufficient; neither do I desire 
to know more; and if every one would pray to the Saviour to have 
mercy upon him, we should be much happier than while doating upon 
such questions.” Going soon after with him to church, a priest was 
about troubling me in presence of several others with similar questions, 
when Michael said to him: “ Don’t question him concerning so many 
things that are unpleasant to him; but if you wish to bear something 
to the purpose from him, ask him about Jesus Crucified; to such a 
question he will cheerfully reply, and you and all present may reap a 
blessing from it; for what signifies all other knowledge if one does not 
know Jesus?” Kummus Ibrahim thereupon remarked: ‘“ You are right; 
and I see in our Maalem Hanna, how happy such men are, as truly 
love Jesus. Let us also aim at this priviledge!” 
Vor. 0 6 
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December 16th.—Took a friendly leave of the four Coptic priests at 
Behnesse and of all my acquaintances there, and exhorted such as 
gave me warranted hopes of their having entered upon the narrow way, 
to pray to the» Lord to perfect the good work begun in their hearts. 
They assured me with tears in their eyes, that they desired nothing 
so much in the world and begged I might remember them in my pray- 
ers and not entirely forsake them, but soon come again. Brother 
Hocker had translated several discourses that had been held in the 
Brethren’s church, into Arabic and forwarded them to me and Michael 
Bashara, who is a very excellent reader, had read them to several of 
his brethren.: They now earnestly begged me to leave these with 
them and I accordingly gave them to Michzel to make a further use of 
them. On the 17th the day of my departure, the text forthe day was 
this: “ All the ends of the world shall see the salvation of our God;” 
and I prayed to the I.ord in mercy to fulfil this promise towards this 
country. Altho I rose very early, yet many Copts bad assembled be- 
fore my lodgings, to take another leave of me. Kummus Ibrabim ac- 
companied me about the distance of four English miles, and at parting, 
said: ‘* Now my dear brother Hanna, salute your brethren from us and 
do not forget us, but by all means come soon again. Four men attend- 
ed me to the Nile. Finding no ship ready to sail for Cairo, I was 
obliged to lie in the open wir for 24 hours, with several Arabian mer- 
chants. Having finally hired a small barge, we entered upon the voy- 
age atnight. There was a good deal of rioting on board; for the mus- 
selmen, keeping their fasts, eat and drank all night, and every one slept 
during the day; so that the barge drove whithersoever the current pro- 
pelled it. On the 21st, [ reached Cairo again in good health, and O how 
happy was I to be again in company with my dear brethren Hocker and 
Antes, after having, for such a length of time been a solitary sojourner 
in Egyptian darkness.” 

He had intended, during his stay among the copts, to whom he would 
fain in no wise prove a burden, to have procured hia livelihood by the 
labour of his own hands; but finding neither occasion nor opportunity 
for so doing, he was obliged to live upon what he had brought from Ca- 
iro, or on what was forwarded to him from that place. Upon his re- 
turn to this city, he continued to prosecute his studies in the Arabian 
language, as well as his professional labours. While engaged in the 
latter he once was led into a disagreeable scrape with Ali Bey. An 
Italian count, who had entered the service of the Bey among the Artil- 
Jery, and had contracted a friendly acquaintance with the Brethern, 
(all European Christians here of every description soon courting each 
others acquaintance,) was required to give a proof of his skill in mili- 
tary tactics; but not succeeding as expected, he laid the blame on the 
carriages of the ordonance. Ali Bey then enquiring of him who was 
the best hand at Cairo for making new ones, he proposed the English 
eabinet maker. Brother Danke was immediately sent for by the Bey, 
who asked him by means of an interpreter whether he could make 
cannon carriages? Ile replied in the negative, and that he was not a 
coach maker, but a cabinet maker. Another Bey immediately re- 
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marked that there was a difference between the two trades; but Ali Bey 
replied; ‘‘he must then make them according to the count’s directions.” 
That silenced every further objection, and Brother Danke was thrown 
into great perplexity by this commission, because he lacked both the 
knowledge and the tools necessary for such kind of work. Besides he 
knew the risque he ran by coming in contact with one of the grandees 
ofthe country. The Brethren Hocker and Antes too, had their minds 
nota little agitated thereby. The former took occasion to insinuate to 
the count, that they would have thanked him if he had saved them 
from such a recommendation. He confessed his fault and apologised 
for it, by saying, that he had committed it through fear, adding that he 
himself was anxious to procure an honorable dismissal from the country. 
{n the mean time however, through the friendly negociations of the 
French Consul and the aforesaid interpreter, the affair was so far sett- 
led, thit Brother Danke, was merely to make the models for these carri- 
ages, and at the main work was entrusted to several Greeks, he was only 
so long to lend a helping hand, until the first carriage should be com- 
pleted. This vehicle being presented to Ali Bey, he bespoke 40 
more of the kind, which should be finished in 45 days, and all hands 
capable of doing such work, should be taken into requisition. Here- 
upon the count to make atonement for his fault, said: “ the English 
eabinet maker understands nothing of the business and sooner obstructs 
than promotes it.” In this manner he succeeded in rescuing Brother 
Danke from the dangerous embarrasments he had been involved in 
with the Bey. The Brethren cheerfully renounced every claim upon 
remuneration for the vast trouble Brother Danke had been at, only 
that his name should not appear on’the bills; for the Bey would not suf- 
fer any bills to be paid, unless signed by himself. 

Prior to this event Brother Danke, had received a letter from Ju- 
hanna, the priest. As an insertion of this letter will no doubt prove 
acceptable to our readers, we subjoin the following translation thereof: 

“From the unworthy priest Juhanna at Behnesse, to the beloved, 
sincere and dear Brother John Henry Danke, the Englishman, chosen 
to preach the gospel of our crucified Lord, Jesus Christ. Christ our 
God, preserve him through Michael, the angel of peace. Amen. 

After many salutations in spirit together with our great desire to see 
you, we will not conceal from you and your Brethren at Cairo, if they 
enquire after our welfare, that trough the blessing of your prayers 
and intercession, we are well and wish for nothing so ardently, as that 
you may fare well and remain stedfast in the love of our crucified Sa- 
viour, whose mercy we make our refuge, that he may pardon our sins 
and forgive us our transgressions. For out of great love to us, He be- 
came man, suffered himself to be crucified and shed his blood, that He 
might liberate and redeem us from the hand of the enemy that opposes 
us, and that by bis death, out of pure benevolence, He might vivify 
the whole world and through the grace of God renew our hearts and 
through His sacred body and His precious blood sanctify our bodies. 

Be it known to you, my dear brother, that our love to you, even af- 
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ter your departure, has suffered no diminution, and that we continually 
bear you inremembrance, the crucified Jesus being our witness. We 
beg of your love, do not forget us in your prayers, and forward a letter 
to us speedily and return to us in person. 

Salute from me your beloved Brethren. Trenaeus (Frederick) Hock- 
er und Antes. Our beloved Brethren too, that build their foundation 
upon the Rock, viz: Maallum Michael Bashara, and his father and 
his brother and their children and their whole house, and Maallum 
Abdel Melak, and Maallum Juhanna, the Goldsmith, and Abuna Ibra- 
him and Cummis Georgius, and Kassis Gabrie}l, and our father Maallum 
Aubat, and éur children, and in particular our son Aubat, the little 
one, who does not forget you one hour—all these salute you and your 
Brethren many times, Salib Ibrahim too, and all that lived in your 
street, have been with me and desire their salutations to you, as do all 
the Christian people at Behnesse. They long greatly for you and in 
particular do I, your unworthy Brother Jubanna, the priest, desire to 
behold your loving countenance again.” 

Some time efter Brother Danke received another letter from a Sil- 
versmith at Behnesse, in which he informed him, that he had gota 
chamber ready for him, in hopes he would soon repeat his visit. For 
this purpose our late Brother again set sail, April ist 1771, and ar- 
rived on the 5th at Bebnesse. Of this second visit we find, among o- 
thers the following particulars noted down in his journal. 

“] had kept the Easter festival with my brethren at Cairo; on my 
arrival at Behnesse however, the Copts were only celebrating Good 
Friday. Nearly all the inhabitants were gone to church, and thither I 
also immediately repaired, to salute my acquaintances. They had been 
apprised of my coming; four of the resident priests, and many others 
accordingly came forth to meet me, and received me with joy. In my 
heart I sighed: Ah might they but rejoice in the advent of our Saviour! 
I staid bere until the third day, and took cognizance of the Coptic 
mode of worship; yet not without emotions of a peculiar nature. The 
celebration of the Saviour’s resurrection appeared like nothing more 
than a mere farce. In the mean time however I had many opportuni- 
ties of bearing a testimony of the happiness redounding from the mer- 
its of Jesus, and also to form new acquaintances among the inhabitants 
of several other villages. 

Being returned to Behnesse and about to move into the chamber of- 
fered to me, many cautioned me against taking that step, because the 
house was not included within the walls of the town; which to them 
appesred a dangerous situation. For a temporary accommodation 
however, another man took me into his house. Shortly after a woman 
eloping on account of debts she had contracted, and leaving a room 
unoccupied that was considered a pretty convenient one in this coun- 
try. two priests, without my knowledge immediately went to the pro- 
prietor and engaged tiie room for me. On entering this chamber, I 
felt as happy asa child, and gratefully received its use out of the hands 
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of the Lord. It has no internal communication with the other houses 

but is built on top of another house, a staircase leading to it from the 

outside.* rented the room for one year, atone Real, which I had 

to pay in advance; for which the proprietor was to keep the dwelling 

in repair. At this labour all the inhabitants of the street assisted, car- 

rying materials and helping wherever they could, for each wanted to 

participate in the work. I cannot cease to wonder, that the poor Copts 

at Behnesse, although still so dead in their hearts to the divine life, ~ 
should so generally love me. On the 11th I moved into my chamber 

and dedicated it to the Scviour in my poor prayer, desiring Him, while 

lying prostrate before him, to open the bearts of all that would come 

here toy visit me, as he did that of Lydia, that they might carry home 

with them a word of life, which they should never after be able to shake 

off again. Next day the four priests came all jn a body to see me, 

testified their joy, and congratulated me upon having now a pretty re- 

tired chamber to myself, and added: .“‘ But now you must not so soon 

think of leaving us again.” I replied: “Could I but find a great 

number of souls thit were truly longing for Jesus, the rest would come 

in its turn.” Kummus Ibrahim then said: -* Be of good cheer, God 

will put them in your way.” Conversing with my former acquaintan- 
ces, | was sorry to find, that the good impressions they had received, 
were almost wholly evaporated, and that they had again taken up their 
inveterate opinions. It amounts next to a mirscle, if the grace of 
God gain such an ascendancy over the heart of a sinner as to convince 
him that there is no merit for salvation in fasting and other formal ex- 
ercises. My instructions and exhortations frequently rebounded, as 
though I had struck with a hammer against a bard rock. One day, 
after I had given to several at once, a circumstantial description of the 
way to salvation, some of them replied: “ You are telling us words of 
great importance. Blessed are you, and would to God we were like 
unto yourself.” replied: the power to become so has been purchased 
for you all. One after the other thereupon left me. 

Sometimes too I met with secret and even open opposition. Sever- 
al told me one day, that there was a great deal of talk about me among 
the people, and that some reported I was about introducing a new doc- 
trine among the Copts, and others, that they never heard me declare 
any other, but what Christ and his Apostles themselves had taught. 





* This description is rather unintelligible. Brother Antes, who went to 
Behnesse on a visit after Brother Danke’s death, has made amends for this 
deficiency in the following brief statement; ‘* The little chamber of our late 
Brother Danke, consists of two mud-walls, patched between two other hous- 
es, being about 12 feet in length, and 10 in breadth, and roofed with corn 
stalks.”—Such was the dwelling at which our late Brother rejoiced like a 
child! He remarks in his journal, that in this room he would often at nights 
hear the most dismal lamentations issuing from the neighbouring houses, 
when the inhabitants were bitten by Scorpions. This large and dangerous 
insect never molested him, andthe lesser, very troublesome insects of every 


kind, which every where abound in Egypt, he has not as much as made 
an occasional mention of. 
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Salib Ibrahim is said to have replied, that they were very much mis- 
taken; forif I taught the same doctrine the Apostles did and at, the 
same time required, that men should become such characters as were 
the primitive Christians, | must then of course, heal the sick, take up 
serpents, and work such signs and miracles as the Apostles did. If I 
wrought such works, then would he believe my words, but not sooner. 
Many actually fell in with this opinion. 


About the same time the priests at Behnesse shewed me some of their 
religious dqcuments, and read several sections thereof to me. I was 
astonis!ied at the contents, and that people should attach any credit 
to them; for they treated of nothing else but of the great power, with 
which the virgin Mary was invested, to save mankind from eternal per- 
dition. ‘These records, which had but lately been brought to Beh- 
nesse, were publicly read in the streets during the following days. 
All flocked thither and even those, who had adhered to me, all forsook 
me but two. 


One evening a Coptic scrivener sent his servant, to let me know that 
he must speak with me. I went to him, and as soon as he espied me, 
he surlily accosted me by enquiring, whence I came, and what business 
I had there? I replied: ‘‘ Why you have never seen me in all your life; 
therefore don’t accost me so rudely, but hear my words first. I am 
looking out for poor sinners, who are concerned for their soul’s salva- 
tion, in order to communicate to them t .e joyful intelligence, that their 
Creator became man, shed his blood for them and by that means pro- 
cured eternal salvation for them,” The scrivener however continued 
ina sareastic tone: ‘‘ Why you are no Christian, for you don’t fast in 
your country; are you comme among us, pray, to abolish our fasts?” I 
replied: ‘I see that you are not disposed to give me a patient hearing!” 
and with that I left him. Some time after he lodged a complaint a- 
gainst me with the Cashef, who comes to Behnesse. (The Cashef or 
sub-governor, a Mahomedan, comes here occasionally, with a strong 
body of soldiers to receive the amount of the taxes collected by Mi- 
chael Bashara.) I happened to be out on a visit to the neighbouring 
villages, and Bashara being likewise absent from home, the Cashef 
sent for his brother and asked him, what kind of fellow this man was, 
that wandered about among the people and what was his business here. 
The answer was: “ ‘This man preaches to us the way to the kingdom 
of God; that’s all his business here.” The Cashef further enquired: 
‘*Have you no teachers of your own? however what countryman is 
he?” On being told an Englishman, he said: “Let no man under- 
take to molest this man; for the English are very clever people!” 


M. Bashara and Abdel Melak were almost the only two characters, 
that still proved my joy and consolation. But the former was fre- 
quently abroad on his exteusive and to him highiy unpleasant business; 
so much the more did we improve those seasons, when we were able to 
converse together. Passing one day on an excursion from North to 
South, through the town, he begged the soldiers that attended him, to 
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make a short stay, that he might go to see a friend. They coincided 
with his wishes and thus we obtained one quarter of an bour’s time 
to converse together on the one thing needful. 

During his absence great differences arose between the priests at 
Betnesse and their deacons. ‘The former mentioned the circum- 
stance in a letter to Michael, their chief magistrate, desiring him to 
settle the dispute. ‘To this however he would not consent, without 
having previously heard the other party; and accordingly wrote the 
following letter to his father. 

Dear Fatuer, 

Tell the priests, that being absent I cannot pass judgment on 
them nor on their deacons, but thot they must wait until I return 
home. But if previous to my return they be reconciled together, I 
shall like it the better, for God is a God of peace; and since He in 
mercy !.as given His mind into my heart, I love nothing so much 
as peace. Oh if poor mortals would but once understand the mys- 
tery, great without controvesy, that the great God, before whom the 
whole world is but as a grain of sand, became a poor man for us 
and suffered so much, yea even shed his blood, that we might live 
eternally, they would then no longer contend with; but love one an- 
other, agreeably to the commandment given by Christ to his disciples. 
But obviously this is a mystery, else the literati and those called 
clerical characters, would know it well enough. 

Salute my dear Brother Maallum Hanna, and tell him, that no- 
thing agitates my mind more than that! am not yet able sufficiently 
to love Him, who laid down his life forme. And of you, my dear 
Father, [ask nothing more in this world, than that you would surren- 
der your heart to that Saviour who sacrificed himself for you also, 
that I may rejoice with you in the Lord.” 

The old man communicated this letter to the priests, who mar 
velled at its contents, and immediately settled their differences. 

Abdel Melak too, like Michael Bashara, grew in the knowledge of 
himself and of his Saviour. He would also occasionally witness a good 
testimony concerning the Saviour’s grace, and would not be deterred 
from it by the objections of gain sayers. Being asked one day in a 
Coptick house what it profited him to be running so often to Ma- 
allum Hanna? he replied: “because this man tells me, why Jesus 
came into the world and laid down his life. I delight to hear this, 
because I am a sinner and would fain be saved.” A chief minister 
from another place being present, said to him: ‘ But your Maallum 
thinks nothing of fasts? how can you therefore be so much on his side? 
I hope you are not about to abjure your religion?” Abdel Melak re- 
plied: “ Father I can assure you, that Maallum Hanna has never ad- 
vised me to discontinue fasting; but he tells me that in Christ nothing 
availeth but a new creature. 


(ro RE CONTINUED 





45 DONATIONS §C, OBITUARY. 


The following Donations to the United Brethren’s Missions, in the year 
1824, are here gratefully acknowledged. 








Q 
A Donation by the female Missionary Society at Bethlehem, $ 200 00 : 
Do. do. do. at Litiz, 27 00 : 
Do. of the Society for Propagating the — ae 100 00 F 
the Heathen, - - j 
Do: by the Revd. B Miwtiaen, of New York, - - : 
Do. Legacy by the late Mrs. Halle, - - : - 5 00 ° 
Do. by Mr. Nathaniel Smith, - - - - = 5 00 
Do. * by S. A. for the North American Indian missions, 5 00 
Do. by Mr. N. Willis, from a Massachusetts friend, - 4 00 
Do. by Mr. Jonathan Little, - - - - 1 00 
Do. by Mr. Elihu White, from a lady, - - - 60 00 
Do. by Mr. Joseph Otis, - - - - - 1 00 
Do. by Mr Alexander H. Stevens, M. D. - - - 5 00 
Do by William Couch, - - - - - 2 00 
Do. by a Lady, -- - - - - - : 5 00 
Do. Do. 20 00 
Do. by a Friendto Missions, : - - - - 9 00 
Do. by Ladies at Hartford Connecticut, for poor — 2 25 
dows.in Greenland, by Mrs. Tracy, 
Do. by Capt. James Harvey, Salem Massachusetts - 10 00 
Do. by Mr. John Steward, junr. . : : . , 7 2 
Do. by the Revd. Dr. Rowan, from an unknown friend, 5 00 
near Staunton, Virginia, 
Do. by’ the Revd. John G. Herman, Philadelphia, - 
Do. by a Friend of Missions, Newhaven, Connecticut, 1 00 
Do: by a Lady, Philadelphia, - : - - 20 00 
Do. by Mrs. M. - - - - - - - 10 00 
Do. by a friend ° - . - - - : 1 00 
$505 50 
OBITUARY. 
On the 7thof February, our much esteemed Friend and Brother Godfrey 
Haga, departed in the 78th year of his life. His wealth, the fruits of indus- 
try and economy, under the blessing of God, enabled him to become a liber- 
al benefactor to individuals and public institutions; among the latter those 
tending to the promotion of Christianity among the Heathen, were particu- 
larly the objects of his charity. Accordingly by his last will, among other 
liberal bequests for charitable purposes, he left a large portion of hisestate | 
for the purpose of aiding the missionary concerns of the United Brethren’s i 
church : 





TERMS OF THE PUBLICATION, 





The work to appear in quarterly numbers of 48 pages, octavo, printed 
on good paper, with a new type, and stitched in a coloured cover, with a title 
p ees and table of contents. 

The annual subscri ption to be One Dollar, payable on the delivery of 
ns oo number of eve ry year. Persons obtaining ten subscribers, and 
becoming answerable for the amount, shall be entitled to a copy gratis. 

II. Subscriptions will be received for no less a period than a year, Sub- 
scribers, wishing to withdraw their names, should give notice of their inten- 
tion before the public ation of the fourth number subscribed for. 























































